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Who Do You Say that I Am 

My dear Parishioners,  

 

A grandchild of a Presbyterian grandmother came back from Sunday school and said to her grandma that the 

teacher told them that Jesus was Jewish. Grandma looked at her grandchild and, with a smile on her face, said, 

"Well, that may be, but I assure you, God is still a Presbyterian”.  

On this Twenty-First Sunday of Year A, the gospel reading (Matthew 19:16-22) tells the story about Christ inquiring 

from His apostles what people in town were saying about who He is. No doubt, the people then, young and old 

alike, were buzzing with conversations about Jesus, because of His extraordinary life, teachings, and works. At 

dinner tables, or street corners, or at cafes, the conversation was on: “Have you heard what Jesus of Nazareth did 

last week—how he raised somebody from the dead, or how he healed some guy who was born blind and another 

guy who was deaf and dumb, or how he is casting out demons and healing lepers and people with paralysis, or 

how he fed 5000 men, not including children and women, with only five loaves of bread  and two fish, and after 

they had more than enough to eat, they had so much left over? The buzz could be, “Did you hear what this guy 

said in the synagogue last Sabbath—The he and God are one, and that he existed before Abraham, and that he is 

the way to God, and that he was going to judge all men and people will receive their eternal destiny from His lips, 

and that unless you eat his body and drink his blood you will not have eternal life? People were amazed with how 

he taught with authority that had never been seen before and wondered how even the wind and waves obey him.  

Yes, they knew his mother, Mary and his father, Joseph the carpenter. But there was something different about this 

man—a man perfect in his nature, kind, humble, loving, meek, lowly of heart, gentle, patient, prone to tears of 

sympathy, caring, and forgiving. He is not a bombast intimidating people with pompous claims, nor is He a fat fake 

whose devotees have laddered with a hundred white stallions and golden chariots, living in a marble palace and 

living on steak and caviar served by a hundred women ready to do anything for him. No, this is the man to whom 

local women brought their babies to be blessed and prayed over; the man who had nowhere to lay his head, the 

man who was born in a manger, the man who laid down his life on the cross for his friends. All over the world to-

day, millions of people are singing to one another about him. Children pray to him! Scientists, millionaires, educa-

tors, businessmen and women, and peasants worship him. Events in the world are measured according to whether 

they happened before his birth or after his birth.  

So, when Christ asked His apostles, “Who do people say that I am”, and then said to them, “Who do you say that I 

am”, he was not asking for some information but for a confession, a conviction, and a personal assessment that will 

lead to commitment and relationship with Him. It is a question of belief; a question about faith and eternal 

life.  Somehow, my friends, we must all come to a conclusion about Jesus of Nazareth. As Scripture says,  “If you 

believe in your heart that Jesus Christ is Lord and confess with your mouth that God raised him from the dead, you 

will be saved...[and] no one who believes in him will ever be put to shame…[for] everyone who calls on the name 

of the Lord will be saved” (Romans 10:9-13).  

 

Msgr. Anselm Nwaorgu 



 

 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

In order for us to stay in the GREEN, it is  

important that we meet our weekly budget collections 

and SOS. Please let us continue to support the weekly 

Sunday collection so that we can achieve our goals of 

balancing the budget going forward. 

 

Thank you for your support of the parish and your 

continued generosity.                     

     Msgr. Anselm 

ST. MICHAEL’S NEWSLETTER  

AUGUST 2023 EDITION 
 

EXTRA EXTRA READ ALL ABOUT IT! 
 
 

  
https://www.stmichaelunion.org/newsletter-archive

“Give and gifts will be given to you … 

the measure with which you measure will in turn be  

measured out to you.” Luke 6:38 
 

COLLECTION & SOS 
 

  NEEDED     ACTUAL     OVER/UNDER  

  WEEKLY  WEEKLY        

AUGUST 

Week 1  $  7,079  $  6,792  $   287     

Week 2   $  7,079  $  8,060  $   981  

Week 3  $  7,079  $  6,865  $   214   

Week 4  $  7,079  $    $  

 

Monthly SOS         $10,040   $  8,160  $1,880 

S t e w a r d s h i p  of Treasure 

ARE YOU GOING AWAY THIS SUMMER?  

Many of our parish families are planning to get away for 
some summer fun and relaxation in the next few 
months. We pray that your vacation time will be safe 
and a source of many happy memories. However, 
please do not take your parish offering with you. Each 
summer our parish office struggles to juggle the bills as 
Sunday offerings decrease significantly. If you find that 
you tend to forget your envelope more often during the 
less structured weeks of summer, please consider our 
electronic giving program. Go to our website, 
stmichaelunion.org, to sign up for electronic giving. 
It’s simple! It’s safe! And it keeps God at the top of your 
giving list even when you are away. 

2023 UNION OF SAINTS & NATIONS 

(USAN) 

Dear Fellow Parishioners, 

 

May the blessings of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 

you and your families. 

 

On behalf of our pastor Msgr. Anselm Nwaorgu, 

we would like to give you an update on our UNION 

of SAINTS and NATIONS FUNDRAISER 2023 

( USAN 2023 ), which is our church's sole annual 

fundraiser. 

 

At present, we only have 38 groups formed with 

38 facilitators or group leaders. We need to form 

a minimum of 50 groups to be able to achieve our 

fundraising goal of $100,000.00 ( one hundred 

thousand ). Each group is to raise $2,000.00.We 

have raised $53,756 so far for this campaign pe-

riod. 

 

Thank you to all who have already responded. For 

those who have not, please consider being a facili-

tator or choose to belong to any formed groups or 

any new groups that will be formed. 

 

For questions, please contact: 

 

Parish Office 908-688-1232 

Cynthia Grandeza 908-591-1065 

David Bernot 908-472-8858 

 

May our good Lord give us the grace to commit to 

do everything possible to be a part of this blessed 

effort for the sustenance of our church. We hope 

and pray for the success of this campaign and 

may God grant us this blessing. 

 

Your brother and sister in Christ, 

David and Cynthia 

USAN COORDINATORS 

https://www.stmichaelunion.org/newsletter-archive


 

 

PRAYERS OF HEALING FOR 
Julia Asfalk, Roselle Roux, Amanda D’Amato, Jean Claude, 

Claubette Kallabeen, Clarence Roberts, Harry Vendemia, David 

Randolph, Junia Perez, Virginia Hernandez, Doug Heinzer, 

William Grant, Cesar DeJesus,  Carmen Diaz Colon, Marian 

Orzechowski, George Leary, Grace Fortino, Brian Schmitt, Tom 

Ewing, Tony Zaliwski, Kathleen Kachelriess, Trudy Spinelli, Willa 

Jackson, John McEvoy, Dolores Rust, Lucy Nwauku, Judy Reid, 

Ana Torres, Rita Homiak, Stephen Berberabe, Norma Tuano, 

Marlene Cababe, Milan Durish, Maria Santiago, Marisol Morales, 

Angelina Amali, Jeff Pogorzelski, Virginia Attanasio, Mary 

Leeman, Marie Esposito, Jose M. DeJesus, Andre Graigwell, 

Nicole Pozeinick, Amy Dombroski, Samantha Lopes, Jacob & 

Jaxson Rivera, Ken Lang, Valarie Carter, Willie Green, Shirley 

Dobard, Joyce Toth, Maria Ferrara, Coady Brown, Alex Pretto, 

Paulo Goncalves, Frances Machado, Antoinette Agriloo, James 

Scholz, Giovanna Di Biase, Michael Nworu, Victoria Nworu, June 

Musa, Marivic del Rosario, Socorro Dagat, Denise Lucarello 

Aliseo, James Mariusiak, Theresa Ojeawere, Kathleen Sarno 

NOVENA OF MASSES 
A u g u s t  2 0 2 3  

 

Jose & Lucille Arnaldo  Phil Matrale 

James Ford, Sr.  Jorge J. Criado 

Raymond Williamson  Fritz Maddy   

Pierre & Rubinetti Familes Frank Rubinetti  

Mary & Idolo Russomano Artemia Tan 

George Rinehart, Jr.  Abe Maksom 

Michelle Sumabat (Living) Phyllis J. Szeker 

Cresencia Mayuga (Living) Philip Ruivivar 

Visitation Raymundo Belza Aurora Sandoval  

Agnes Malgapo (Living) Louie Ozimek 

Marita Chisaokwu Nwaogu Frank Ozimek, Jr 

Michelene & Joseph Kmetz Angelito Sandoval 

Aida Sotto (Living)-Healing Timothy L. Connell 

Ramon Valera 

Amoakon Mian (Living)-Healing 

Elenita Roque (Living)-Healing 

Jeff Pogorzelski (Living) - Healing 

Shela Boulin (Living)-Thanksgiving   

Anamaria Araujo Pais (Living)  

Filipe Manuel Araujo Pais (Living) 

Grace Marie Araujo Cadenas (Living) 

Patsy Scalgione & Deceased Family Members 

Living & Deceased Members of the Orlando,  

 Landolfi, Siciliano & LaManna Families 

Manuel Pereira Araujo & Lucilia Sousa Araujo 

Living & Deceased Members of Furnari &  

 Potignano Families 

Living & Deceased Members of Santoriello Family 

Living & Deceased Members of the Del Rosario &  

 Perez Families 

Living & Deceased Members of Onyenanu &  

 Durugo Families 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

SATURDAY  August 26 
8:30 am Novena of Masses 
  Anns & Wladyslaw Skoczylas 
  Ma. Theresa Tan Pardinas 
5:30 pm Rui Docarmo 
 
SUNDAY  August 27 
7:30 am Novena of Masses for All Children 
  For All Parishioners 
  Angela Ahiekpor (Living)-Special Intentions 

9:00 am Maria Tavares 
  Novena of Masses for All Children 
10:30 am Michael Jean Ezpeleta (Living) 
  Novena of Masses for All Children 
12:00 noon Charismatic Group-Children & Young Adults 

  Anthony Manochio & Aurora Manochio(Living) 

  Novena of Masses for All Children 

               
MONDAY   August 28 
8:30 am Novena of Masses 
12:00 noon Felisa Lopina 
  Mae Lopina (Living)-Thanksgiving 
 
TUESDAY  August 29 
8:30 am Jean Pardinas Raymundo(Living)-Birthday 
  Lucila Mariano 
  Betty Falcone (Living)-Birthday 
12:00 noon Luchie Little (Living)-Birthday 
 
WEDNESDAY  August 30 
8:30 am Novena of Masses 
  Mary Jakubco  
12:00 noon Rose Espiritu 
 
THURSDAY  August 31 
8:30 am Rosemarie Belmonte (Living)-Thanksgiving 
12:00 noon Manuel Fazendeiro 
  Ramon Valera 
  Obie Melie (Living)-Birthday 
 
FRIDAY  September 1 
8:30 am Novena of Masses 
12:00 noon Henrietta Jasa 
6:30 pm Czeslawa Pogorzelski (31st Ann.) 
  Zofia Siwiec (23 Ann.) 
 
SATURDAY  September 2 
8:30 am Mervin Andre Bernales (Living)-Birthday 
  Manuel Toral 
5:30 pm Rui Docarmo 
  
SUNDAY  September 3 
7:30 am Edison Magno 
9:00 am For the Parishioners, Lucille Arnaldo 
10:30 am Mannelia Caram (7th Ann.) 
  Alfonso Tanseco 
12:00 noon Frederick Dittemer 
  Christopher Onyenanu (1st Ann.) 
 
ALTAR OFFERINGS 

The Altar Bread & Altar Wine are  

offered for all School Children. 

The Sanctuary Lamp is offered for Lucy Scalgione,    
Family & Friends. 

DECEASED RELATIVES AND FRIENDS 
Please remember in your prayers our parish, friends and family 

members who have passed on to the Lord, that they may  

inherit the promise of everlasting life in heaven.   

Especially for members of St. Michael’s Parish 

M a s s  I n t e n t i o n s  & Novenas



 

 

Prayer to ST. MICHAEL
St.  Michael the Archangel, defend us in 

battle. Be our defense against the 

wickedness and snares of the devil.  May 

God rebuke  him, we humbly pray; and 

do thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 

by the power of God, cast into hell 

Satan, and all the evil spirits, who prowl 

about the world seeking the ruin of 

souls. Amen.  

HANDS OF GRACE MINISTRY (HUGS)  
HUGS Ministry distributes GRACE Bags once a month 

throughout the year. We are presently helping  

over 50 families. Every third Sunday of the month we will 

be collecting donations in the Church vestibule. A big teddy 

bear will be placed in the vestibule with stickers attached 

with our needs. 

Please continue to help us replenish our nventory.  

Contact Bisi (908) 247-4461 or Tania (908) 420- 8659 

CYO YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

The CYO / Youth Ministry would like to thank all of its 

members for an amazing year! Congratulations to all of 

our seniors who are graduating, and we wish you the 

best of luck! We wish everyone a safe, healthy and fun 

summer and we look forward to seeing the rest of our 

members back in September! 

CHARISMATIC RENEWAL PRAYER GROUP 
 

COME AND EXPERIENCE THE POWER OF THE   
HOLY SPIRIT PERSONALLY 

WITH ST. MICHAEL'S PARISH  
Catholic Charismatic Renewal Prayer Group 

 
DAY: Wednesday        TIME: 6 PM-7:30 PM 

VENUE: Murphy Room, Phil Matrale Hall (LC) 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
REGISTRATION FOR 2023/2024 - CLASSES 
WILL BEGIN THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 17, 
2023. Currently registered families should have 
received an email reminder directly from Parish 
Giving to register their children for the coming 
school year. If you need the email re-sent to you, 
call or email the Religious Education Office. 

NEW FAMILIES ONLY: If your child was not part 
of our program last year, please visit 
stmichaelunion.org/religious-education and follow 
the link to either in-person classes or home-based 
classes. Alternatively, you can print the .pdf 
registration form, fill it in and return it to the 
office, or come to the Religious Education Office 
and complete the process in person. 

Religious Education begins in Grade 1 and 
continues through Grade 8.  First Communion 
candidates must complete two years of Religious 
Education before receiving the sacrament. 
Confirmation is typically received in Grade 9 after 
completing the Religious Education program. If 
you know of someone who has a child entering the 
first grade, please ask them to contact the 
Religious Education Office. Special classes are 
available for older students who haven't had any 
prior religious instruction. 

The Religious Education Office is open Monday 
through Thursday from 9:30AM to 2:30PM (except 
holidays) or by appointment. We are located in 
the Parish Center at 1211 Orange Avenue. You 
can also contact us by phone 908-964-0965 at 
any time and leave a message, or via email at 
smccd@comcast.net 

M i n i s t r y  Happenings

WELLNESS MINISTRY

(FREE) DANCE/EXERCISE Class For 
the Family 

             
Saturdays 9:30—10:30 am Phil Matrale Hall (LC) 

LINEN MINISTRY  

St. Michael’s Church is in need of new ministers to join the 
Linen Ministry. The Linen Ministry provides clean alter linens 
used at masses and spiritual celebrations.  
 
What do you need know to be a part of this worthwhile 
ministry? 

 You need to have a washing machine and iron (no starch 
please).  

 Based on the size of our team you can expect to be asked 
every 3 to 4 months to launder the clothes.  

 The linens are washed and pressed. The linens are usually 
picked up on the weekend and returned within the week of 
pickup.  

 A typical wash consists of approximately 50 to 75 altar 
clothes. 

 
Consider joining the Linen Ministry it will be a rewarding 
experience for you knowing the linens you cleaned are adding 
to the beauty of our alter and the celebration. 
If you are interested in joining the Linen Ministry or 
have .questions, please call  or email Joann Pastewski at 908-
688-8844  jpastewski@aol.com 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY  

Consider joining the Eucharistic Ministry, it is a 
rewarding experience, bringing  Christ to others at 
mass and those who are unable to attend mass. 
At this time our parish is in need for new 
candidates for the Eucharistic Ministry.  At this 
time we are in need of men and women 18 years 
and older to volunteer to the Ministry of the 
Eucharist. We presently have openings for all 
masses. If you are interested in becoming an 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, please 
contact Terry Dziedzic at (908) 418-3730 or 
dziedzict@comcast.net and Deacon Michael Alfano 
at (201) 995-7211 or michaeljalfano@aol.com. 

mailto:smccd@comcast.net


 

 

 A n n o u n c e m e n t s  

COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP SUNDAYS 

Our next Coffee & Fellowship Sunday 

will be September 17, 2023.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. MICHAEL’S ANNUAL  

DINNER DANCE 

Please join us for the Feast of St. Michael An-

nual Dinner Dance on September 29, 2023, 

7:00-11:00 pm at The Galloping Hill Caterers. 

Cost: $60, Buffet Dinner, Dessert & Dancing 

Only 130 tickets are available (Tables of 10) 

now being sold at the Parish Center (908) 

688-1232, ext. 100. 

After August 20th, tickets will be sold at the 

Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

Bus trip to Sight & Sound to see Miracle of    
Christmas on December 21, 2023. Bus leaves at 
7:15 am. Breakfast snack and lunch included. 
Cost: $155.00. Treat yourself to a spiritual Christ-
mas present. Please call the Parish Center for 
more information. 908-688-1232, ext. 110. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Annual celebration of the feast of 

San Lorenzo Ruiz de Manila 
The first Filipino Saint 

 
Sunday, September 24, 2023 at 3:00 pm 

Daily Novena will start on Friday, Sept. 15, 2023 
after the 8:30 am Mass on weekdays and Saturdays and 
before the 12:00 noon Mass on Sunday, Sept. 17, 2023 

WINDCREEK CASINO TRIP 

Tuesday, September 19, 2023 
Cost $35, return $25 in slot play 

Bus leaves St. Michael’s  

Parking Lot at 9:30 am 

 

Please call the Parish Center (908) 688-

1232 for more information. 

USAN FUNDRAISER BREAKFAST 
Monday, August 28, 2023 at 9:15 am 

 

Please join us for breakfast in the Phil Matrale Hall 

(LC). Breakfast will include donuts, Spanish ome-

let, waffles, juice, coffee and tea plus other good-

ies. 

Cost is free-will offering. 

All are invited but please RSVP. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

BEGINNING OF THE YEAR  
EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL 

Sunday, September 10, 2023 @ 7:00 pm 
St. Michael’s Church, Union, NJ 

 
Come & Encounter Jesus! 

An evening of Eucharistic Adoration 
Praise and Worship Music; and 

Physical & Spiritual Healing Encounter 
 

All are welcome and bring a friend. 
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Matthew V. Marini
Advance Planning Director
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Funeral Director
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Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 
   info@mallorysarmy.org

   It’s easy to join our mailing 
list! Just send your email 
address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY to 
22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

Now is a great time to call and Ռ nd out how you can suppoԭ  
St. Michael and grow your business at the same time!

Call 1.800.333.3166 today for details on this great opportunity!

JpARE YOU CONSIDERING PLACING AN ADVERTISEMENT IN THE ARE YOU CONSIDERING PLACING AN ADVERTISEMENT IN THE 
ST. MICHAEL WEEKLY BULLETIN?ST. MICHAEL WEEKLY BULLETIN?

Your Host: George Thomas

325 Chestnut Street
Five Points, Union NJ 07083

Tel: (908) 686-2683
Fax: (908) 688-2376

www.gallopinghillcaterers.com
gallopinghill@comcast.net

Galloping Hill Caterers

Kunjal K. Modi, MD
727 Galloping Hill Road

Union 
908-558-1717
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i czekowe, karty kredytowe i debetowe VISA®, kredyty hipoteczne, pożyczki 
personalne oraz pełny serwis bankowości Internetowej i mobilnej. Dla 
przedsiębiorców oferujemy kredyty biznesowe i konta bez opłat. Otwórz konto 
przez internet na stronie www.NaszaUnia.com lub odwiedź nasz oddział w 
Union (667 Chestnut St.,  Union, NJ 07083, tel. 908.688.6596).

1.855.PSFCU.4U           www.NaszaUnia.com

UNIA KREDYTOWA TO WIĘCEJ NIŻ BANK!

112,000
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Italian Restaurant
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Sales Associate

Friendly - Patient - Caring
908-591-1170 cell            908-687-4800 offi ce

medmond@weichert.com

Family owned & operated since 1934, where compassionate service is a tradition

www.Galantefh.com

Call or stop by anytime to ask questions
about funerals, funeral planning

& cremation within the means of everyone

2800 Morris Avenue
Union, NJ • 908-687-2110

Victor J. Galante, Mgr. NJ Lic. No. 3318

Large On-Site Hospitality
Room Available

UNION DERMATOLOGY
& SKIN CANCER CENTER

Dermatology and Mohs Surgery

Santiago A. Centurion, M.D., Director
MOHS Surgeon

Bhakti Kanani, P.A.-C
Dermatology

Allein Howard, P.A.-C
Dermatology

                           440 Chestnut Street
1ST Floor, Suite 101
Union, NJ 07083

www.dermatologyassociatesnj.com

Ph: 908-623-3539
Old Bridge Office:
732-679-6300

O U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T YO U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
Sponsors can off er 

promotions, discounts 
and/or up-to-date contact 

information to the 
ENTIRE community

ANYONE in the community, 
not only Parishioners, can 

access realtime off ers 
from their favorite sponsors

 to save, share & support

IN REMEMBRANCE OF 
SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHATSMYNAME
BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK

S A M IS A M I

Subs, Salads, Wraps & MoreSubs, Salads, Wraps & More
908-258-7793908-258-7793 

641 Chestnut St. Union, NJ 641 Chestnut St. Union, NJ 

Let Us 
Cater 
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Next 

Event!

Ants • Bedbugs • Bees • Mosquitos • Roaches • Rodent 
Termites • ETC. 

Isaiah A. Smith
973-323-4848

Get Your Free
Inspection Today!

Licensed
&

Fully Insured

This Space is Available!
800-333-3166 ext. 161
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