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This Sunday is the last 

Sunday in ordinary times, 

Year A, and is also the 

Celebration of the Christ the 

King. Throughout the Old 

Testament, God promised to 

send a deliverer; a savior of 

humankind. It was the 

fulfillment of this promise that made the Wise Men 

travel all the way from the Far East to Bethlehem 

to worship the newborn King, made King Herod 

slaughter innocent children, out of jealous rage, in 

his bid to kill Jesus, and made Matthew begin his 

Gospel narrative with a genealogy tracing Jesus to 

the lineage of King David. It was Jesus’ claim of 

His Kingship that made Pilate nail the sign, “King 

of the Jews” on the Cross of the crucifixion. In the 

book of Revelation, John writes “I saw heaven 

opened, and behold a white horse! The one sitting 

on it is called Faithful and True. He is called the 

Word of God…On his robe and on his thigh he has 

a name written, “King of kings and Lord of lords.”  
It was not until 1925, that the Church officially 

instituted the celebration of this solemnity by 

Pope Pius XI. This, he did, in response to the then-

growing nationalism and secularism that sought to 

thrust Jesus Christ and his holy laws out of public 

life; a move, the Pope believed, was a threat to 

human civilization and religious freedom. 

Unfortunately, we still live under that threat even 

to this day. Bill O’Reilly, on his radio program, a 

few years ago, asked: “Why is Christianity under 

attack in our culture?” The answer, in my opinion, 

is not far-fetched. The two kingdoms, the kingdom 

of this world and the Kingdom of Christ are in 

constant conflict and the contrast between them is 

not about good and evil but rather about two 

fundamentally different mindsets, belief systems, 

and loyalties.  
The kingdom of this world trusts in the power of 

the sword, might, and money to conquer, subdue, 

and lord it over others. It is rooted in advancing 

and preserving one's self-interests and will, and it 

invests heavily in defending and advancing one’s 

own group, one’s nation, one’s ethnicity, one’s 

state, one’s religion, one’s ideologies, or one’s 

political agendas. Its “Motus operandi” is “tit-for-

tat”—“an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” It 

is a kingdom where money, power, superiority, 

and affluence, are worshiped; where the end 

 

justifies the means and human appetite is the 

dominant philosophy of living.  
In contrast, the Kingdom of Christ is a kingdom that 

trusts in the power of the cross; in the power of 

kindness and compassion, in the power of 

transforming lives from the inside out, in the power 

of doing God’s will even if this requires sacrificing 

one’s own interests. It is a kingdom that believes in 

putting God first above all things, in serving rather 

than being served, in carrying the cross not the 

sword, in returning evil with good, in forgiving the 

neighbor, in praying for the enemy, and in seeking 

the well-being of others. It is a kingdom that is not 

in cohort with the “rulers, authorities, the cosmic 

powers of this present age and the spiritual forces 

of evil in the heavenly places” (Ref. Ephesians 

6:12) 
My friends, there is beauty in making Christ the 

only King in my life. His kingship is the only power 

that makes the resurrection possible, the only 

power that can wash away our guilt before God, 

and the only power that offers eternal life beyond 

the grave. Many a time, we are prone to think that 

making Christ the King of our lives somehow takes 

joy and fun out of living. Quite the contrary! As 

Christ says, “I have come that they may have life 

and have it in its fullness”. As St. Irenaeus puts it, 

“The glory of God is man fully alive.” Yes, man 

fully transformed to function optimally as purposed 

by the creator.  
So as we celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the King 

this year, let us ask ourselves some basic 

questions: Who is my creator and how should I 

respond to Him? What is life all about and what 

happens when I die? How would I make my time on 

this earth worth it?  
It is my prayer that God will guide us in this 

reflection and bring us to answers that will lead us 

to eternal life, Amen! 

 

Msgr. Anselm Nwaorgu 

King of kings and Lord of lords  



 

 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

In order for us to stay in the GREEN, it is  

important that we meet our weekly budget collections 

and SOS. Please let us continue to support the weekly 

Sunday collection so that we can achieve our goals of 

balancing the budget going forward. 

 

Thank you for your support of the parish and your 

continued generosity.                     2024 MASS BOOK IS NOW OPEN.  

Please stop by the Parish Center (1211 

Orange Ave.) to book your Mass Inten-

tions for birthdays, wedding anniver-

saries, death anniversaries and any other 

special occasions. The Parish Office is 

open Monday to Friday, from 9:00 am to 

4:00 pm. 

We still have several open Masses availa-

ble in our 2023 Mass book. 

“Give and gifts will be given to you … 

the measure with which you measure will in turn be  

measured out to you.” Luke 6:38 
 

COLLECTION & SOS 
 

  NEEDED     ACTUAL     OVER/UNDER  

  WEEKLY  WEEKLY        

NOVEMBER 

Week 1  $  7,079  $  7,802  $    723  

Week 2   $  7,079  $  7,873  $    794   

Week 3  $  7,079  $    $     

Week 4  $  7,079  $    $    

 

Monthly SOS         $10,040   $   9,177  $    863 

 

S t e w a r d s h i p  of Treasure 

2023 UNION OF SAINTS & NATIONS 

(USAN) 

GOAL:   $100,000.00 
 
As of 10/25/23 $106,181.00 
 
   $    6,181.00 
 

On behalf of our Church,  I sincerely want to 

thank all of you for your unwavering effort to 

help this parish reach our 2023 USAN goal of 

$100,000.00. Anyone who is moved to drive 

us  to this goal and beyond should do so 

through any of the various forms of donation 

we use in the parish. Please mark your enve-

lope “USAN Donation” and remember to put 

your envelope number if you wish. May the 

good Lord continue to bless you and your 

family for your generosity and support of 

this Parish! 

 

Msgr. Anselm I. Nwaorgu 

Pastor 

Prayer to ST. MICHAEL
St.  Michael the Archangel, defend us in 

battle. Be our defense against the 

wickedness and snares of the devil.  May 

God rebuke  him, we humbly pray; and do 

thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, by 

the power of God, cast into hell Satan, and 

all the evil spirits, who prowl about the 

world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.  

SAINT JOSEPH SUNDAY MISSALS 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a limited quantity available for purchase. 

Cost $6.00 

Please stop by the Parish Center (1211 Orange Ave) 

to pick up your copy. 



 

 

PRAYERS OF HEALING FOR 
Grace Fortino, Dolores Rust, Lucy Nwauku, Judy Reid, Ana 

Torres, Rita Homiak, Stephen Berberabe, Norma Tuano, Jeff 

Pogorzelski, Virginia Attanasio, Mary Leeman, Marie Esposito, 

Jose M. DeJesus, Andre Graigwell, Nicole Pozeinick, Amy 

Dombroski, Samantha Lopes, Jacob & Jaxson Rivera, Ken Lang, 

Valarie Carter, Willie Green, Shirley Dobard, Joyce Toth, Maria 

Ferrara, Coady Brown, Alex Pretto, Paulo Goncalves, Frances 

Machado, Antoinette Agriloo, James Scholz, Giovanna Di Biase, 

Michael Nworu, Victoria Nworu, June Musa, Marivic del Rosario, 

Denise Lucarello Aliseo, James Mariusiak, Theresa Ojeawere, 

Kathleen Sarno, Kathy Chavez, John McEvoy, Sofia Teixeira, 

Carlos Dacruz, Anthony Staynings, Socorro Dagat, Peter & Cathy 

Fortunato, Anna Lepski 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

SATURDAY  November 25  
8:30 am All Souls, Francois Bertrand 
  Jose & Neomu Valiente 
5:30 pm Espiritu Family (Living)-Thanksgiving 
  Armand Joseph (Living)-Birthday 
  Darnell J. Connor (Living) 
  
SUNDAY  November 26 
7:30 am For the Parishioners, Craig Calix (Living) 
9:00 am Alejandro Cruz 
  Helen Addelusi, Perpetua Simire 
10:30 am Patsy Scalgione, Ermino Ciampa 
12:00 noon Amoakon Mian 
  Charismatic Group-For Favors Received 
    
MONDAY   November 27 
8:30 am Maria Tavares, All Souls 
12:00 noon George Rinehart 
  Monica Pierre (Living)-Birthday 
 
TUESDAY  November 28 
8:30 am Susan Cavallo, Giovanna Di Biase 
12:00 noon Ongtinto & Candida Ong 
 
WEDNESDAY  November 29 
8:30 am Amoakon Man 
12:00 noon Rodney Lucas 
    
 
THURSDAY  November 30 
8:30 am All Souls 
  Edward Jakubco (Living)  
12:00 noon Victor Napenas 
  
FRIDAY  December 1 
8:30 am Novena of Masses 
  Matilde Neira 
12:00 noon Hilda Criado 
6:30 pm Jose & Lucille Arnaldo 
  
 
SATURDAY  December 2 
8:30 am Maria Clara Anolin 
5:30 pm Rui Docarmo 
  Stanislaw Pogorzelski 
  
SUNDAY  December 3 
7:30 am For the Parishioners 
9:00 am Gilda & Andrew Tobia 
  Sophia & Nicola Pagliuca 
10:30 am Ajerico & Teodoro Mendoza 
  Marlene Cababe 
12:00 noon Barbara R. Dittemer 
  Lise & Ilvert Beauliere 
 
ALTAR OFFERINGS  
The Altar Bread, Altar Wine and Sanctuary Lamp are of-
fered in memory of George Rinehart, Jr. requested by his 
wife Rose, children and grandchildren. 

DECEASED RELATIVES AND FRIENDS 
Please remember in your prayers our parish, friends and fami-

ly members who have passed on to the Lord, that they may  

inherit the promise of everlasting life in heaven.   

 

Especially Kathleen Sarno & Mary Lou Lamotta 

M a s s  I n t e n t i o n s  & Novenas

DECEASED PARISHIONERS 

NOVEMBER 2022-NOVEMBER 2023 

 
 

Constance Moratay  Giovanni Bambacci 

Sebastian Rana   Mark Frederickson 

Gerald Giordano  Agnes Baldeno 

Joan T. Bender   Arthur Bohse 

Marie A. Michele  Helen Biancone 

Lorenzo Bulos   Theresa Santoriello 

Theresa Conley   Mary Cavetano 

Joseph Petrick   Danielle Dobeszevski 

Susan McMahon  Anthony Zarello 

Barbara Ann Sibilia  Margaret Pfeiffer 

Angela Beusalacchi  Lorraine Swenson 

Loretta Altmann  Bernard Cook 

June Szalkowski  Lucille Lacson Arnaldo 

Gilda Tobia   Violet Stavac 

Vito Chementi   Amadeu Ribeiro 

Frank Anthony Fernandez Marie V. Riccio 

Adeline Marino   Richard Laguna 

Marie Rose Benjamin  Aida Sotto 

Margaret G. Maltese  Joseph Ingaro 

Susan M. Cavallo  Edwardo Fernandez 

Yvose Rene   Frank E. Parziale 

Richard Anthony Caggiano Hilda Criado 

Amy Gonzales Putzi  Amoakon Mian 

 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord and let    
perpetual light shine upon them. May they 
rest in peace. May their souls and the souls 

of all the faithful departed rest in peace. 
Amen. 



 

 

CYO YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

Our Teen Retreat “Lost & found” was a huge 
success for the Lord and we have many to thank 
for that. We will start with the young people who 
made it happen. Those listed below prepared for 
months writing and sharing about their Catholic 
Faith. They presented their speeches on retreat 
and they opened many hearts to the Lord. They 
are listed below with their topics in order of 
presentation. 
 
Jasline Hernandez Lost & Found 
Angelina Holandez Prayer 
Ana Ruiz  Forgiveness  
Aeryn Perez  Gift of Life/Self Image 
Isabella Espana Navigating Life Together 
Jayden Escobar  Peer Pressure 
Amelia Rabanal Relationships 
 
We were also extremely blessed to have Emma 
Freire, Michael Kelley, Gabriel Castano, Laila 
Tomlinson, Michelle Torres and Soraia Somao run 
discussion groups on retreat. God Bless them all 
for their great works! 
We would lastly like to give a special thanks to all 
of our Chaperones and Young Adults who attended 
and shared their faith with our teens and helped to 
keep them safe. We appreciate their support as 
well as the support of the community for their 
donations, prayers and love. 
God Bless! 
 

CYO Fundraiser 
 
After all Masses on December 2 & 3 and 
December 9 & 10: 

Christmas Wreath: $20.00 
Small Grave Cover: $20.00 
Large Grave Cover: $35.00 

 
We will be right in front of St. Michael’s Church & 
Rectory. We appreciate your support! 
 
 

Special CYO Christmas Presentation!  
The Festival of Lights 

 
Once again, our CYO/Youth Ministry Program will 
present our Christmas Festival of Lights! Join us 
on Tuesday, December 12th at St. Michael’s 
Church! Our Festival is a night of Reflection, Music 
and Prayer to Celebrate the true meaning of 
Christmas. Our members will reenact the roles of 
Mary, Joseph, the Angel Gabriel, Shepherds and 
other Christmas Story Characters. It is truly an 
event to be experienced and all are welcome! The 
Festival will begin at 7:00pm on both dates, so 
please arrive by 6:45. (Doors will open at 6:30pm) 
Come see, hear and experience the beauty of 
Christmas! 
 

CHARISMATIC RENEWAL PRAYER GROUP 
 

COME AND EXPERIENCE THE POWER OF THE  HOLY SPIRIT 
PERSONALLY 
WITH ST. MICHAEL'S PARISH  
Catholic Charismatic Renewal Prayer Group 
 
DAY: Wednesday         
TIME: 6 PM-7:30 PM 
VENUE: Murphy Room, Phil Matrale Hall (LC) 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
The Religious Education Office is open Monday 
through Thursday from 9:30AM to 2:30PM (except 
holidays) or by appointment. We are located in the 
Parish Center at 1211 Orange Avenue. You can also 
contact us by phone 908-964-0965 at any time and 
leave a message, or via email at smccd@comcast.net 

Coordinator of Religious Education  
Clare Andriola 

Coordinator of Home-Based Religious Education 
Lois Scanio 

M i n i s t r y  Happenings

LINEN MINISTRY  

St. Michael’s Church is in need of new ministers to join the 
Linen Ministry. The Linen Ministry provides clean alter linens 
used at masses and spiritual celebrations.  
 
What do you need know to be a part of this worthwhile 
ministry? 

• You need to have a washing machine and iron (no starch 
please).  

• Based on the size of our team you can expect to be asked 
every 3 to 4 months to launder the clothes.  

• The linens are washed and pressed. The linens are usually 
picked up on the weekend and returned within the week of 
pickup.  

• A typical wash consists of approximately 50 to 75 altar 
clothes. 

 
Consider joining the Linen Ministry it will be a rewarding 
experience for you knowing the linens you cleaned are adding 
to the beauty of our alter and the celebration. 
If you are interested in joining the Linen Ministry or 
have .questions, please call  or email Joann Pastewski at 908-
688-8844  jpastewski@aol.com 

MIND AND SPIRIT MINISTRY 

Monthly Prayer 
 
This month represents a time to remember those we have lost. 
This month can be a time to grieve and mourn those we have 
lost. Memories can trigger difficult feelings which makes sup-
port from others, and connection to God very important.  
In this time, we wanted to share with you a prayer to support 
you during times of need.  
 
Jesus, you who wept at the death of Lazarus and gave 
comfort to widows and orphans, be with us now as we 
mourn. 
Comfort us in our sorrow, strengthen our faith and 
deepen our hope in the Resurrection. Help us experi-
ence your presence among us. Amen 
 
May these words be of comfort to you throughout this month. 
If there is an aspect of mental health that you would like us to 
pray for, please feel free to email us at                              
ourmindandspirit@gmail.com 

mailto:smccd@comcast.net


 

 

A n n o u n c e m e n t s  

Join the HANDS OF GRACE (HUGS) MINISTRY in 
celebrating “Giving Bear Sunday” every 3rd Sunday 
of the month. Look our for our Purple Bear in the 
vestibule with a basket for cards for family needs. 
Please stop by and pick a card or 2 to help ensure the 
ministries inventory never dries up. 
The HUGS  Ministry services 50 families in our parish 
and community by giving out Grace Bags monthly to 
mothers and children-newborn to age 5. 

WELLNESS MINISTRY

(FREE) DANCE/EXERCISE Class For 
the Family 

             
Saturdays 9:30—10:30 am Phil Matrale Hall (LC) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SAVE THE DATE 

Blessed Iwene Tansi Feast 

Sunday, December 3, 2023 

12:00 noon Mass 

Fellowship after Mass 

Phil Matrale Hall (LC) 

COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP SUNDAYS 
December 17, 2023 

 

Our next Coffee and Fellowship Sunday will be 
on December 17 after all the Sunday Masses.  
 

UPCOMING ADVENT EVENTS AT  
ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH 

ALL ARE INVITED! 
 

 
December 1—6:30 pm 
First Friday Eucharistic Adoration 
 
December 3—6:30 pm 
First Sunday Eucharistic Adoration 
 
December 4—7:00-8:30 pm 
Advent Presentation by our Guest Speaker:  
Fr. Paul Houlis  
Topic: “The Secret to Having Peace & Joy Amidst 
The Chaos” 
 
December 5—7:00-8:30 pm 
Advent Presentation by our Guest Speaker:  
Fr. Paul Houlis  
Topic: “Put Down Your Phone & Pick Up Your 
Peace: An Advent Challenge to Teens” 
Religious Education (CCD) & Youth Group (CYO) 
will be present.  
 
All are welcome! 
 

 

 

 

 

IT’S THE SEASON… Our parish Giving Tree will be 

greeting you once again during the Advent Season. As 

we prepare our holiday gifts, let us pray for others 

and bring comfort to those who are struggling 

through these difficult times. Our theme this year is 

PEACE. More information will follow. 

 

 

 

 

2023 “SIMBANG GABI/MISA DE GALLO 

December 19, 2023 

8:00 pm 

St. Michael’s Church 

More information will follow 
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