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A diverse spiritual community in action, dedicated to
drawing people to Christ and making church and worship
matter. We do this through our liturgical worship and
living out our stewardship of time, talent, and treasure.




‘ Message From The Pastor’s Desk \

The Ascended Jesus

Today, we celebrate the
Solemnity of the Ascension
of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
traditionally
celebrated 40 days after
Easter (typically fell on a

Thursday) and nine days

which was

before Pentecost. However,
most dioceses in the United States now celebrate
this Solemnity on to the following Sunday, and in
the case of this year, 2023, the 7th Sunday of
Easter.

In today’s First Reading (Act 1:1-11), St. Luke
tells us that the story of the earthly Jesus did not
with the
appearances of Jesus to His disciples over a

end with the empty tomb or
period of forty days. There was this last event
that happened in the presence of his followers,
whereby Christ was lifted, body and soul, into
the skies until they could see him no more. The
question is, what does it mean that Christ was
lifted up into the heavens? Where did He go?
Scripture tells us that the Ascension of the Lord
was the return of Jesus, in body and spirit, to His
Father, where He is now “seated at the right
hand of God, far above every principality,
authority, power, and dominion, and every name
that is named, not only in this age but also in the
(Ephesians 1:20-23). So, the
ascension of Christ means that Christ has taken a

one to come”

vantage point above everything created, and has
authority and unmatched power over them. This
is good news for the Church and all of us as
individuals.

As a Church, the ascension of the Lord means
that Christ has assumed the throne of command
to direct the affairs of the Church, to protect her
mission on earth for all ages to come, and to
make sure that the gates of hell will never prevail
against it. In practical terms, this means that light

will inevitably triumph over darkness, love will
prevail over hate, justice will prevail over
injustice, and every earthly kingdom that does
not have a fear of God will invariably collapse.
History has attested to this over and over again.
Our founding fathers were wise when they
included in the Declaration of Independence that
our nation is to function under God. Therefore,
only in vain does any power work to hinder the
mission of the Church on Earth. The kingdom of
God will prevail over the kingdoms of this world.
Christ told His apostle that He must go back to
the Father so that He could send the Holy Spirit to
them as an advocate. So, by His ascension, we
got the privilege of receiving the Holy Spirit,
without whom, we could never have been able to
call God, Father, or be drawn to
salvation. Without the Holy Spirit, the Church’s
mission will fail woefully, and we will not be able
to respond to the voice of God.

As individuals, the Ascension of the Lord is a
road map for our human life. Just as Christ came
from God and returned to Him, all of us will also
return to the Father, for we also came from Him.
Christ told His apostles, “I shall come back to
take you to myself, so that where I am, you also
may be.” Moreover, by His ascension, the one
who is supposed to be our prosecutor and judge
has become our defense lawyer and advocate.
Who then shall condemn us? Also, because of
where and how Christ is seated, His name is a
powerful force we now can use to overcome
trials, tribulations, principalities, powers,
authorities, and dominions of darkness. We know
from Scriptures that the apostles performed
many miracles in the Name of Jesus Christ. That
same Name is available to us in dealing with
everyday troubling situations. May the ascension

of the Lord give us renewed hope for eternal life!
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, Stewardship of Treasure \

“Give and gifts will be given to you ...
2023 UNION OF SAINTS & NATIONS the measure with which you measure will in turn be
(USAN) measured out to you.” Luke 6:38
Different ways to remit a donation COLLECTION & SOS
Submit a donation to your group facilitator. NEEDED STV ACEOYER (UNDER
WEEKLY WEEKLY
Mail donation to parish office using an enve-| |MAY
lope marked USAN 2023. Week 1 $ 7,079 $ 8,032 $953
Week 2 $ 7,079 $
Drop off donations at the parish center or in| |Week3 $ 7,079 $
. . Week 4 $ 7,079 $
any of the collection boxes in the Church
Vestibule in an envelope marked “USAN Monthly SOS $10,040 $7,234 $2,806
2023”. Be sure to have your name, group Easter Flowers $ 3,675 $ 2,519 $1,156
name, or group number on the envelope. Easter Collection $23,000 $29,544 $6,544

Use our church online giving in our website,
www.stmichaelunion.org or Zelle to
stmichaelunion@comcast.net and write
USAN 2023 in the comment. ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK ANNUAL APPEAL

ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH

All checks and money orders are to be made pay-

able to St. Michael’s Church, and write “USAN” 2023 Base Goal: $38,962
and group name in the Memo. 2023 Stretch Goal: $46,240
Duration of fundraiser: As of: 5/2/2023
Donor Pledge: 47,675
This year’s fundraiser will actively begin on May 2 v
Donor Received: $36,789

1, 2023, and officially end on July 31, 2023. You
can continue to remit money through Sept 31,
2023.

For more information, please call the office at
(908) 688-1232 or talk to any priests, Cynthia
Grandeza, or a “Group Facilitator.” ONLINE GIVING:

6 s 7 DONATE

BANK TRANSFER: CONTACT FREE:

I urge all our parishioners to stand tall and stead- QR CODE

fast and commit to this blessed effort. We can ac- (Pﬂl'iSh \Y Gi\'iﬂﬂ Zelle
complish any goal if we do it together. The good (SIGNUPFORELECTRONICGMNG

news is that we can, and by the grace of God, we biniiinsn S R TP
will. At this point, our motto is forward ever, back- (36 Cornsart sactie: todisat
ward never. " hould be

In the vestibule of the Church, you will see the
Plaques for the past two years of our USAN Mission
with the names of the various groups and their fa- MAIL IN: DROP OFF: DURING OFFERTORY:
cilitators. We intend to create a history out of this AT THE PARISH CENTER AT MAsS
venture because it is proving to be a life-wire for
the survival of our parish.

Please pray that the good Lord may grant success
to the work of our hands.

W ﬂm W 1211 Orange Ave, Union, NJ 07083 | 1211 Orange Ave, Union, NJ 07083 v: et
. or
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_ Mass Intentions & Novenas \

MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY May 20
5:30 pm Teresa & Nicola Vanni & Family (Living)
SUNDAY May 21
7:30 am For the Parishioners
Mariama John
9:00 am Filipe Manuel Araujo Pais (Living)
Anamaria Araujo Pais (Living)
Grace Marie Araujo Cadenas (Living)
10:30 am Alejandro T. Cruz
George Rinehart, Jr.
12:00 noon Fr. Miles Lopez (Living)-30th Priestly Ann.
Leonel Silva
Sefia Tutor Students (Living)
MONDAY May 22
8:30 am St. Rita Special Intentions
Thomas Canavan
12:00 noon Novena of Masses
Michael Nworu (Living)-Healing
TUESDAY May 23
8:30 am Abraham Mapangan (Living)
12:00 noon Espana Family (Living)-Thanksgiving
WEDNESDAY May 24
8:30 am Woodley Leclerc (Living)-Birthday
12:00 noon Espana Family (Living)-Thanksgiving
Victoria Nworu (Living)-Healing
THURSDAY May 25
8:30 am Mark McGurgan
12:00 noon Rose Espiritu (1st Ann.)
FRIDAY May 26
8:30 am Novena of Masses
12:00 noon Ben & Marivic Del Rosario (Living)
44th Wedding Ann.
SATURDAY May 27
8:30 am Maria Tavares
Craig Calix (Living)-Thanksgiving
5:30 pm Lilia & Vicente Magno
SUNDAY May 28
7:30 am For the Parishioners
CJ John
9:00 am Mollie Endler
Marie Joceline Milord (Living)
10:30 am Charismatic Group-Catholic Church,
Chike Melie III (Living)-Birthday
12:00 noon Fr. Charles McDermott (Living)

The Altar Bread, Altar Wine & Sanctuary Lamp are
offered for George Rinehart, Jr., requested by his

50th Ann of Priesthood
Mildred Leonardis

ALTAR OFFERINGS

wife, children & grandchildren.

NOVENA OF MASSES
May 2023

Phil Matrale Jose Arnaldo
James Ford, Sr. Rosemary Hunt
Fritz Maddy Jorge J. Criado

Frank Rubinetti
Artemia Tan

Abe Maksom

Craig Calix (Living)
Aurora Sandoval
Angelito Sandoval
Cesar Castor
Romulo Garcia
Luke Amores
Richard Wexler

Pierre & Rubinetti Familes

Mary & Idolo Russomano

Taisha Mathieu (Living)

George Rinehart, Jr.

Louie Ozimek

Frank Ozimek

Tan Family

Dan Labung (Living)

Sara Casa (Living)-Healing

St. Rita Special Intentions

Ui Chong Choe

Marie Jean Panis (Living)-Healing

Jeff Pogorzelski (Living) - Healing

George, Ruth & Barbara Rinehart

Michelene & Joseph Kmetz

Anamaria Araujo Pais (Living)

Filipe Manuel Araujo Pais (Living)

Grace Marie Araujo Cadenas (Living)

Patsy Scalgione & Deceased Family Members

Living & Deceased Members of the Orlando,
Landolfi, Siciliano & LaManna Families

Manuel Pereira Araujo & Lucilia Sousa Araujo

Living & Deceased Members of Furnari & Potignano
Families

Living & Deceased Members of Santoriello Family

Living & Deceased Members of Thomas J.
McEnroe, Sr. Family

Living & Deceased Members of the Del Rosario &
Perez Families

DECEASED RELATIVES AND FRIENDS
Please remember in your prayers our parish, friends and family
members who have passed on to the Lord, that they may in-
herit the promise of everlasting life in heaven. Especially
Members of St. Michael’s Parish.

PRAYERS OF HEALING FOR

Mary Ann Flynn, Lucille Arnaldo, Barbara Lombardi, Julia
Asfalk, Roselle Roux, Amanda D'Amato, Jean Claude, Claubette
Kallabeen, Stephen Czapla, Clarence Roberts, Harry Vendemia,
David Randolph, Junia Perez, Virginia Hernandez, Doug
Heinzer, William Grant, Cesar Delesus, Carmen Diaz Colon,
Marian Orzechowski, George Leary, Grace Fortino, Brian
Schmitt, Tom Ewing, Tony Zaliwski, Kathleen Kachelriess,
Trudy Spinelli, Willa Jackson, John McEvoy, Dolores Rust, Lucy
Nwauku, Mary  Pubehara, Steven Yaccarino, Jacky
Schellseheidt, Karen Marotta, Ken Lang, Judy Reid, Ana Torres,
Rita Homiak, Stephen Berberabe, Norma Tuano, Marlene
Cababe, Milan Durish, Maria Santiago, Marisol Morales,
Angelina Amali, Jeff Pogorzelski, Virginia Attanasio, Mary
Leeman, Marie Esposito, Jose M. Delesus, Andre Graigwell,
Nicole Pozeinick, Amy Dombroski, Samantha Lopes, Jacob &
Jaxson Rivera, Harry Benbemia, Ken Lang, Valarie Carter,
Willie Green, Shirley Dobard, Joyce Toth, Maria Ferrara, Coady
Brown, Alex Pretto, Paulo Goncalves, Frances Machado,
Antoinette  Agriloo, James Scholz, Byron Belmonte,
Giovanna Di Biase, Michael Nworu, Victoria Nworu




1 Ministry Happenings )

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

As Religious Education classes conclude for the year, we would
like to recognize the following individuals for their dedication in
sharing their faith with the children of our Parish:

Grade 1: Suzette Cavadas (Assistant Samantha Bongat), Dina
Connelly (Assistant Abigail Sheridan), Novie Narvaez (Assistant
Amelia Rabanal), Theresa Serrant-John (Assistant Ana Ruiz)

Grade 2: Clare Andriola (Assistant Nichole Silverio), Edna
Dossantos, Aida Mendez-Boud, Lisa Perez

Grade 3: Tania Massicot, Margaret Sasieta
Grade 4: Reuben Vibar (Assistant Janet Gawel)
Grade 5: Fernanda Manochio, David Vargas
Grade 6: Kim Herbert, Lolita Maksom

Grade 7: Yonette Gawel, Okezie Ukaegbu
Grade 8: Danielle Laube, Lea Sheridan

Sacrament Preparation: Helena Araujo (Assistant Grace
Cadenas), Marie Crespo (Assistant Ryu Javate), Jovel Golingan
(Assistant Kelly Pham)

Substitute Catechists: Maria Edmond, Donna Faraone, Adaeze
Thuoma, Patricia Milone, Ana Miranda

Sunday Coordinators: Leon & Marivic Enriquez
Home-Based: Lois Scanio

Children’s Liturgy of the Word: Christina Dziedzic, Terry
Dziedzic, Danielle Laube, Patricia Milone, Maria Valera

We are so grateful to these men and women who were, to quote
Monsignor Anselm, “persistent, consistent and unyielding” in
answering God's call to teach our young people about God's love and
our faith through our Religious Education Program. If you would
like to join this amazing group of volunteers, please contact the
Religious Education Office for more information.

NOTE: Registration for 2023/2024 Religious Education classes will
be available in early June. Currently registered families will receive
an email reminder to register.

The Religious Education Office is open Monday through
Thursday 9:30AM to 2:30PM (except holidays) or by appointment.
We are located in the Parish Center at 1211 Orange Avenue. You can
also contact us by phone 908-964-0965 at any time and leave a
message or via email at smecd@comecast.net.

EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY

Consider joining the Eucharistic Ministry, it is a
rewarding experience, bringing Christ to others at mass
and those who are unable to attend mass. At this time
our parish is in need for new candidates for the
Eucharistic Ministry.

At this time we are in need of men and women 18 years
and older to volunteer to the Ministry of the Eucharist.
We presently have openings for all masses. If you are
interested in becoming an Extraordinary Minister of Holy
Communion, please contact Joann Pastewski at 908-688
-8844 or email jpastewski@aol.com

CHARISMATIC RENEWAL
PRAYER GROUP

COME AND EXPERIENCE THE POWER

OF THE HOLY SPIRIT PERSONALLY

WITH ST. MICHAEL'S PARISH

Catholic Charismatic Renewal Prayer Group

DAY: Wednesday TIME: 6 PM-7:30 PM
VENUE: Murphy Room, Phil Matrale Hall (LC)

HANDS OF GRACE MINISTRY (HuGs)

HUGS Ministry distributes GRACE Bags once a month
throughout the year. We are presently helping
39 families.

Please continue to help us
replenish our inventory.
Contact Bisi (908) 247-4461 or Tania (908) 420- 8659
for more information on how you can help.

CYO YOUTH MINISTRY T

S AUunuTy MiNETRy

The CYO / Youth Ministry would like to thank all of its
members for an amazing

year! Congratulations to all of our seniors who are graduating,
and we wish you the

best of luck! We wish everyone a safe, healthy and fun summer
and we look forward to seeing the rest of our members back in
September!

For those in grades 9-12 interested in receiving the sacrament
of Confirmation, there will be a Confirmation Information
Session on Tuesday, June 27th at 7:00pm in the Phil Matrale
Hall.

WELLNESS MINISTRY

(FREE) DANCE/EXERCISE Class
For the Family

Saturdays 9:30—10:30 am Phil Matrale Hall (LC)

Prayer to ST. MICHAEL

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us
in battle. Be our defense against the
wickedness and snares of the
~ devil. May God rebuke him, we
. humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of
the heavenly hosts, by the power of
God, cast into hell Satan, and all the
evil spirits, who prowl about the world
seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.



mailto:smccd@comcast.net

 Announcements

2023 FIRST COMMUNION

Trip to Sight & Sound to see Moses, Tuesday,
July 18, 2023. Bus will be at the parking lot at
7:15 am for departure at 7:30 am sharp.

Cost: $150 per person, which includes breakfast
shack, 11:00 am show, lunch at 2:30 pm at Mil-
ler's Smorgasbord and Gift Shop. We will depart
for home at 4:30 pm.

If interested, please call the Parish Center at
(908) 688-1232, ext. 100. Please be remember if
you paid by cash bring your receipt.

Go*ug)'a;eu.&i;eim’

Congratulations to Fr. Camilo Lopez “Fr.
Miles” as he celebrates his 30th Anniversary
as a priest! Please join us for light refresh-
ments after the June 21, 12:00 noon mass in
celebrating his 30 year of priesthood.

Congratulations to Fr. Charles McDermott
“Fr. Chuck” as he celebrates his 50th Anni-
versary as a priest! Please join for light re-

freshments as after the May 28th, 12:00

noon mass as we celebrate his 50th years an-
niversary of priesthood.

Thank you for your service to St. Michael’s
Church and the parish.

PENTECOST VIGIL & ADORATION
Saturday, May 27, 2023
7:00 pm—12:00 am
Church

Come and spend an evening with the Lord in
prayer and adoration.

Sign in sheets will be available in the
Church vestibule




Jennifer Tanis
Funeral Director
NI Lic. No. 4894

TRANSMISSIONS

THEMOST TRUSTED NAME IN TRANSMISSIONS SINCE 1947
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FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

1.855.PSFCU.4U

American
Red Cross

UNIA KREDYTOWA TO WIECEJ NIZ BANK!

Stuzymy Polonii oferujac szeroki zakres ustug finansowych: konta oszczednosciowe
i czekowe, karty kredytowe i debetowe VISA®, kredyty hipoteczne, pozyczki
personalne oraz pefny serwis bankowosci Internetowej i mobilnej. Dla
przedsiebiorcéw oferujemy kredyty biznesowe i konta bez opfat. Otwoérz konto
przez internet na stronie www.NaszaUnia.com lub odwiedZ nasz oddziat w

Union (667 Chestnut St., Union, NJ 07083, tel. 908.688.6596).

www.NaszaUnia.com
We Have Reached

112,000

Mambars!

Make a Difference in Your Community

VOLUNTEER

with the American Red Cross
Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer
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PSFCU is an Equal Opportunity Lender.
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SLAVIC

Edward J. Shaffery, Jr.

Manager
NJ Lic. No. 3315
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Your Host: George Thomas

325 Chestnut Street
Five Points, Union NJ 07083
Tel: (908) 686-2683
Fax: (908) 688-2376
www.gallopinghillcaterers.com
gallopinghill@comcast.net

Kunjal K. Modi, MD
727 Galloping Hill Road
Union

908-558-1717

4 www.palisadeeye.com

Ronald T. Principe, Jr.

Matthew V. Marini
Advance Planning Director
NJ Lic. No. 5114

Funeral Director
NJ Lic. No. 4841

CONTRACT & RETAIL SPECIALISTS

Carpet ¢ Tile « Ceramic * Sheet Vinyl
Wood » Window Treatments

19086866333 [F1908.687.9435  [e] salesi@hannonfioor.com
1119 Springfield Road, Union, New Jersey 07083
wiww.hannonfloors.com

Mallory's Army Foundafion

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Don't Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS
A

info@mallorysarmy.org

It’s easy to join our mailing
list! Just send your email
address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to

"
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Sponsors can offer
promotions, discounts,
and/or up-to-date contact

information to the

ENTIRE community
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622 St. Michael's Parish « Union, NJ (inside)

Now 5 a great time to call and find out how you can support
St. Michael and grow your business at the same tume!
Contact Ed Ward at 908-347-6485 or 1.800.333.3166 ext. 180
or email eward@jppc.net

John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 « www.jppc.net



Family owned & operated since 1934, where compassionate service is a tradition
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www.Galantefh.com Room Available

CFuneral CHomte s o e hetpbonne
Large On-Site Hospitality
Rl( | PAINTING
929 Stuyvesant Ave. WM S n & SON
e | 1000 STUYVESANT AVENUE * UNION, N]
g S w5640t CARPENTRY

wwwcwﬂisfood com 908 687 7002 Interior - Exterior
Repast Luncheons * Communions * Baptisms LOCATIONS IN: NEWARK, NORTH PLAINFIELD,
Come In For Our Lunch & Dinner Specials EL1ZABETH, UNION CITY AND EDISON 9 73'762'6333

@=> LASti MICHAEL SABA D.M.D.
DENTn[ = (S Parishioner since 1986
3 I bROUP T/

L. 1-908-686-2080 @ wwwTheLaserDentalGroup.com

Family, Cosmetic, and Implant Dentistry &= laserdg@zcomcast.net #1205 Coolidge Ave. Union, NI 07083

Maria Concepcion Edmond

Sales Associate
Friendly - Patient - Caring
908-591-1170 cell 908-687-4800 office
medmond@weichert.com

Weichert

RUEESALETE RS
1307 Stuyvesant - Union, NJ 07083

UNION DERMATOLOGY cc’rhollcmatch
& SKIN CANCER CENTER New Je
Dermatology and Mohs Surgery

Santiago A. Centurion, M.D., Director . 9 7 3 '6 0 7 - 3 2 1 1

MOHS Surgeon 7 Chatham NJ 07945

Peace of Mind Senior Care
Melissa Volpe  908-884-5412
Companionship ‘Personal Care
Meal Prep - {ight Housekeeping
medicatinn Remmders

the installation of any
new stairlift with this ad!

Bhakti Kanani, PA.-C 8
Leins tiarolea A HERO WALKED HERE.
Allein Howard, PA.-C The story and aftermath of a Saint Michaels
Dermatology School graduate, a 21-year-old Rutgers
University Student and volunteer Fire
440 Chestnut Street Ph: 908-623-3539 Fighter and his line of duty death while
15T Floor, Suite 101 Old Bridge Office: j " i trying to save a woman from her burning
Union, NJ 07083 732-679-6300 CatholicMatch.com/ W9 &l home. Available at www.Lulu.com
. q ' ’ : d search “A hero walked here”. Proceeds to go
www.dermatologyassociatesnj.com dateNJ S W (o the Firefighters Foundation.
IN REMEMBRANCE OF SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON WwwallegacyMe chanicsicom SuspensionsExhausts
" Qe Brakes FrontEndWork AC&Heat
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S A M I AT, : &l Tires Alignments Oil Changes
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SCHEDULE AN

APPOINTMENT TODAY (908)888-6060
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