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Today is the first Sunday of the 

Year, the Solemnity of the Holy 

Family. The 1st reading (Sir 3:2-

6, 12-14) and the 2nd reading 

(Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17) come 

together to paint a picture of 

how a Christ-centered family 

should function by outlining 

how each member of the family ought to act in their 

various roles. 

In the first reading, St. Paul writes, “Wives, submit 

yourselves to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.” 

Submission here is not an act of debasement but a 

voluntary choice that the wife makes for the greater 

good of the family. It is a faith issue, recognizing the 

husband as the God-appointed leader of the 

household, and it is done “as is fitting in the Lord.” So, 

a woman whose husband is cruel, violent, demeaning, 

and overbearing is not held unto this obligation 

because the Lord detests such debasement as 

Scripture says: "Whatever you do to the least of these 

children of mine, you are doing it to me (Ref. Mathew 

25: 40ff). Respect for a husband, as God’s appointed 

head of the family, is what Scripture demands of any 

wife. It is respect out of love and regard for the one a 

wife compliments as her half. No matter a woman's 

financial, social, and political status, marriage requires 

her to be respectful and submissive to her husband. It 

is not misogyny; it is divinely appointed.  

Scripture also says, “Husbands love your wives and do 

not be harsh with them.” The word for love used here 

is similar to Christ's love for His church—selfless, 

sacrificial, sanctifying, and satisfying—with an 

unceasing care and loving service for his wife’s well-

being. Scripture says that a man should always keep in 

mind who his wife is—a gift from God (Proverb 18:22), 

a partner for life (Gen 2:24), and a mother of his 

children (Gen 4:1).  

Shifting to children, St. Paul says, “Children obey your 

parents in everything; for this is pleasing to the Lord,” 

and repeats the fourth commandment, “Honor your 

father and mother.” Obedience to parents is a good 

measure of Christ-likeness. The book of Sirarch states 

that honoring parents is a sign of righteousness, atones 

for sins (3:3,14), disposes God to hear and answer the 

 

prayers of those who exercise this virtue (3:5), and 

guarantees long life, prosperity, and temporal power 

(3:6-7). The patience required for the care of an elderly 

parent is said to strengthen character and that God 

looks upon children offering such care with compassion 

(3:12-14) and that respect due to parents is not 

something we can neglect without severe 

consequences, noting that honoring our parents is 

something that God set up to orient us toward Himself. 

Honoring our parents is not just about listening and 

obeying them; it also entails not taking for granted the 

sacrifices they make for us, helping out with shores in 

the house, learning to disagree with them without being 

insulting and abusive, being patient with them, 

understanding that they may insights that we don’t have 

because of their experience, staying not just in contact 

but connected with them, making sure they are well 

taken care of in their old age, making sure they enjoy 

their grandchildren, and forgiving their shortcomings. 

Scripture also urges parents not to embitter their 

children, lest they become discouraged (Ref. Col 3:18-

21).  

While parents have authority over their children, they 

are not supposed to overdo it—creating a home that is 

an overbearing prison, setting goals too high for 

children to meet, being inconsistent with their 

promises, lacking in praise and appreciation, being 

absent in the life of their children, or creating 

favoritisms leading to sibling jealousy. Children 

become discouraged when they cannot please, 

properly obey, or secure a blessing from their parents. 

Such discouragement can easily lead to depression, 

withdrawal, or rebellious behaviors.  

May the blessings of the Holy Family be ours now and 

forever! Amen].  

 

Msgr. Anselm Nwaorgu 

The “HOLY FAMILY”: A Model for our families 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/sirach/3?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/sirach/3?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/colossians/3?12


 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

In order for us to stay in the GREEN, it is  

important that we meet our weekly budget collections 

and SOS. Please let us continue to support the weekly 

Sunday collection so that we can achieve our goals of 

balancing the budget going forward. 

 

Thank you for your support of the parish and your 

continued generosity.                     

     Msgr. Anselm 

“Give and gifts will be given to you … 

the measure with which you measure will in turn be  

measured out to you.” Luke 6:38 
 

COLLECTION & SOS 
 

     NEEDED     ACTUAL     OVER/UNDER  

     WEEKLY WEEKLY        

DECEMBER 

Week 1       $  7,079 $  8,171  $  1,092  

Week 2        $  7,079 $  9,141  $  2,062    

Week 3       $  7,079 $  8,060  $     981 

Week 4       $  7,079 $    $   

 

Monthly SOS              $10,040  $  7,056  $  2,984  

Christmas Collection $25,000   $  2,395  $22,605 

 

S t e w a r d s h i p  of Treasure 

Prayer to ST. MICHAEL
St.  Michael the Archangel, defend us in 

battle. Be our defense against the 

wickedness and snares of the devil.  May 

God rebuke  him, we humbly pray; and do 

thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, by 

the power of God, cast into hell Satan, and 

all the evil spirits, who prowl about the 

world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.  

 

 

 

In your envelope package and at the vesti-

bule of the Church, you will find envelopes 

for Christmas Flower Offerings. Please be 

generous in your donations to keep our 

Church beautifully decorated for Christmas. 

Thank you in advance for your generosity.  

 

Christmas Flowers Budget: $3,500 

Actual as of 12/11/23  $2,029 



 

 

PRAYERS OF HEALING FOR 
Grace Fortino, Dolores Rust, Lucy Nwauku, Judy Reid, Ana 

Torres, Rita Homiak, Stephen Berberabe, Norma Tuano, Jeff 

Pogorzelski, Virginia Attanasio, Mary Leeman, Marie Esposito, 

Jose M. DeJesus, Andre Graigwell, Nicole Pozeinick, Amy 

Dombroski, Samantha Lopes, Jacob & Jaxson Rivera, Ken Lang, 

Valarie Carter, Willie Green, Shirley Dobard, Joyce Toth, Maria 

Ferrara, Coady Brown, Alex Pretto, Paulo Goncalves, Frances 

Machado, Antoinette Agriloo, James Scholz, Giovanna Di Biase, 

Michael Nworu, Victoria Nworu, June Musa, Marivic del Rosario, 

Theresa Ojeawere, Kathy Chavez, John McEvoy, Sofia Teixeira, 

Carlos Dacruz, Anthony Staynings, Socorro Dagat, Peter & 

Cathy Fortunato, Anna Lepski, Nicole Ferlo, Therese Ferlo, Dolly 

Kramer, Junita Oktensbroer 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

SATURDAY  December 30 
8:30 am Maureen Reilly, Novena of Masses 
5:30 pm Mark Frederickson (1st Ann.) 
  Francesca Espana (Living) 
  Rebecca Signar (1st Ann) 
 
SUNDAY December 31  New Year’s Eve 
7:30 am Antonio Mendes Goncalves  
9:00 am Patrick Menezes 
  Carol & Joe Furnari (Living)-Healing 
10:30 am John Mcknight, Jose Lora 
12:00 noon Charismatic Group-Protection & Blessings 

7:00 pm Grandeza Family (Living)-Thanksgiving 
  Regina Montano (Living) 
     
MONDAY  January 1 New Year’s Day 
9:00 am Severina Lopez Cornelio 
  Mary & Gino Ianiro 
  New Year’s Novena of Masses 
10:30 am Jesus & Josephina Alvero 
  New Year’s Novena of Masses 
12:00 noon Uzoma Ubanii & Family (Living) 
  Hilda Criado 
  New Year’s Novena of Masses 
 
TUESDAY  January 2 
8:30 am Matilde Ordonez 
  Uzoma Ubanii & Family (Living) 
12:00 noon Wladyslaw Skoczylas 
  Mary & Gino Ianiro 
  Novena of Masses 
 
WEDNESDAY  January 3 
8:30 am Uzoma Ubanii & Family (Living) 
  Amoakon Mian 
12:00 noon Arturo Mori 
  Mary & Gino Ianiro 
 
THURSDAY  January 4 
8:30 am Uzoma Ubanii & Family (Living) 
12:00 noon Mary & Gino Ianiro 
 
FRIDAY  January 5 
8:30 am Uzoma Ubanii & Family (Living) 
12:00 noon Novena of Masses 
  Mary & Gino Ianiro 
 
SATURDAY  January 6 
8:30 am Socorro Dagat (Living)-Healing 
  Mary & Gino Ianiro 
5:30 pm Uzoma Ubanii & Family (Living) 
  Milagros Obispo 
 
SUNDAY  January 7 
7:30 am For the Parishioners  
9:00 am Mary & Gino Ianiro 
10:30 am Jose & Lucille Arnaldo 
12:00 noon Uzoma Urbanii & Family (Living) 
  Evelyn Rene (Living)-Thanksgiving 
 
 
ALTAR OFFERINGS  
The Altar Bread, Altar Wine and Sanctuary Lamp are  
offered for the Boulin Family (Living). 

DECEASED RELATIVES AND FRIENDS 
Please remember in your prayers our parish, friends and family 

members who have passed on to the Lord, that they may  

inherit the promise of everlasting life in heaven.   

Especially members of St. Michael’s Church 

M a s s  I n t e n t i o n s  & Novenas

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers are the pillar of our Church community. 

Please come and join and be a volunteer  in our 

Family Activities Committee, Multicultural Commit-

tee, Social Events Committee and our Adult Faith 

Formation Committee. Please call the Parish Center 

(908) 688-1232, ext. 100 for more information. 

 NOVENA OF MASSES 
J a n u a r y  2 0 2 4  

 

 

Jose & Lucille Arnaldo  Phil Matrale 

Mary & Idolo Russomano James Ford, Sr. 

Eustaquia T. Acevedo  Cynthia Ticao 

Belinda T. Cardoza  Dr. Felipe Estrella 

Michelene & Joseph Kmetz 

Antonio Simao DeMelo Madeiros   

Christopher Boulin (Living)-Birthday 

Jeff Pogorzelski (Living) - Healing 

Patsy Scalgione & Deceased Family Members 

Living & Deceased Members of the Orlando,  

 Landolfi, Siciliano & LaManna Families 

Living & Deceased Members of Del Rosario  

 & Perez Families 

Living & Deceased Members Onyenanu &  

 Durugo  

Living & Deceased Members of Maddy &  

 Boulin Families 

 



 

 

RCIA PROGRAM 
Deacon Michael Alfano RCIA classes are every Saturday 

morning  in the Phil Matrale Hall (LC) - Murphy Room at 

10:30 am. Please contact Deacon Michael at 

michaeljalfano@aol.com if you want to learn more 

about the program. 

CYO YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

There will be no CYO meeting on Tuesday January 
2nd. CYO will resume on Tuesday, January 9th. We 
hope everyone had a blessed Christmas and 
Happy New Year! 

 

 
 

 

 

CHARISMATIC RENEWAL PRAYER GROUP 
 

COME AND EXPERIENCE THE POWER OF THE  HOLY SPIRIT 
PERSONALLY 
WITH ST. MICHAEL'S PARISH  
Catholic Charismatic Renewal Prayer Group 
 
DAY: Wednesday         
TIME: 6 PM-7:30 PM 
VENUE: Murphy Room, Phil Matrale Hall (LC) 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 

Christmas Blessings from the staff of 
the Religious Education Office 

Clare Andriola and Lois Scanio 
 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION STUDENTS:  There are no 
religious education classes on Sunday, December 
24th and 31st; Monday, December 25th and January 1st; 
and Tuesday, December 26th and January 2nd.  Classes 
will resume beginning Sunday, January 7, 2024. 

The Religious Education Office is open Monday 
through Thursday 9:30AM to 2:30PM (except holidays) 
or by appointment. We are located in the Parish Center 
at 1211 Orange Avenue. You can also contact us by 
phone 908-964-0965 at any time and leave a message 
or via email at smccd@comcast.net.  The office will 
be closed the week between Christmas and New 
Year’s.  

 
 
 
 
“Behold, I make all things new.” REVELATIONS 21:5 
 
 
 
May God bless you in the New 
Year! 
 

 

M i n i s t r y  Happenings

EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY  

Consider joining the Eucharistic Ministry, it is a 
rewarding experience, bringing  Christ to others at 
mass and those who are unable to attend mass. At this 
time our parish is in need for new candidates for the 
Eucharistic Ministry.  At this time we are in need of men 
and women 18 years and older to volunteer to the 
Ministry of the Eucharist. We presently have openings 
for all masses. If you are interested in becoming an 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, please 
contact Terry Dziedzic at (908) 418-3730 or 
dziedzict@comcast.net and Deacon Michael Alfano at 
(201) 995-7211 or michaeljalfano@aol.com. 

HANDS OF GRACE (HUGS) 
 

HUGS Giving Tree has been decorated and lit! 
Please stop by the Church vestibule to pick a gift 
request. Your help keeps our inventory going. 
Presently we distribute grace bags to 50 families 
in our community. 

WELLNESS MINISTRY

(FREE) DANCE/EXERCISE Class  
For the Family 

             
Saturdays 9:30—10:30 am  

Phil Matrale Hall (LC) 
ST. ANN’S FOOD PANTRY 

Please bring all holiday food donations to the     

Parish Center (1211 Orange Ave). Thank you for 

your generosity. 

mailto:smccd@comcast.net


 

 

2024 MASS BOOK IS OPEN  

Please stop by the Parish Center (1211 Orange 

Ave.) to book your Mass Intentions for birthdays, 

wedding anniversaries, death anniversaries and 

any other special occasions. The Parish Office is 

open Monday to Friday, from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

A n n o u n c e m e n t s  

Mind and Spirit Ministry 

The month of December is a time of new beginnings, a 

time for family but also a time to reflect on the year as it 

comes to an end. While there is a strong emphasis on 

family, togetherness, and community during the holi-

days, all of us at Mind and Spirit Ministry understand 

that this time of year can bring up a lot of mixed emo-

tions, as well as being very busy in the Church calendar.  

As we move through Advent, we have opted not to host 

a group session in respect of the many commitments 

afforded to all of us during this time. Our next group 

meeting will be after the Christmas and New Year period 

on Thursday, January 11th at 7pm. We will share 

more information about that group session in due 

course.   

For any parishioners experiencing difficulty, we ask that 

you reach out to available local and emergency support 

services when you require. We also encourage parishion-

ers to attend mass and the numerous activities hosted 

by St. Michael. This is also a good time to volunteer and 

support others as these things can often uplift and 

where possible, seize the opportunity to take restorative 

time for yourself also.  

Please do email us at ourmindandspirit@gmail.com if 

there are things you would like us to pray for, or for us 

to keep you in mind during this time. We would like to 

share with you this prayer sent to us from our friends in 

the Sanctuary Team. May these words be of comfort to 

you throughout this time.  

  
A Prayer for Hope at Christmas  

God of all seasons, as we move through Advent and 

Christmas, we look for you. You ask us to hold onto 

hope: the hope that Jesus truly is Emmanuel, God with 

us; the hope that you will bring light to the darkness; 

the hope that this good news will reach everyone, even 

our own hearts.  

It can be so hard to live in hope—to wait and wait, 

through seasons of flourishing and seasons of languish-

ing.  

If we are able now to lean into hope, may we hold hope 

for our neighbors who cannot. And if we feel hopeless, 

may we trust in the truth that our hope is held by you 

and by our fellow saints on our behalf. 

 Jesus, as we hear the story of your coming, and we wait 

on your promise to come again, we ask that you show 

your presence among us here and now.  

Help us to find our rest in you. Be our strength and con-

solation and bring joy to our longing hearts.  

By the power of the Holy Spirit, fill us with your joy and 

peace, and help us to abound in hope.  

In Jesus’ name,  
Amen. 

 

NEW YEAR’S MASS SCHEDULE 
 

NEW YEAR MASSES 

Sunday, December 31st 

7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 Noon 

New Year’s Eve 

7:00 PM Vigil Mass & Prayer Service 

New Year’s Day 

Monday, January 1st 

9:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 Noon 

 

 

The Archdiocese of Newark takes very seriously any and all complaints 

of sexual misconduct by members of the clergy, Religious and lay staff 

of the Archdiocese. We encourage anyone with knowledge of an act of 

sexual misconduct to inform the Archdiocese immediately so that we 

may take appropriate action to protect others and to provide support to 

victims of sexual abuse. 

Although we will report all allegations of abuse immediately to the ap-

propriate County Prosecutor, we encourage anyone with an allegation of 

abuse to reach out to the prosecutor. 

Individuals who report an allegation of sexual misconduct may do so by 

calling the Victim’s Assistance Coordinator of the Archdiocesan Office of 

Child and Youth Protection at (201) 407-3256.  

The phone numbers for the County Prosecutors with the Archdiocese 

are: 

Bergen (201) 646-2300 

Essex (973) 621-4700 

Hudson (201) 795-6400 

LINEN MINISTRY  

St. Michael’s Church is in need of new ministers to join the 
Linen Ministry. The Linen Ministry provides clean alter linens 
used at masses and spiritual celebrations.  
 
What do you need know to be a part of this worthwhile 
ministry? 

• You need to have a washing machine and iron (no starch 
please).  

• Based on the size of our team you can expect to be asked 
every 3 to 4 months to launder the clothes.  

• The linens are washed and pressed. The linens are 
usually picked up on the weekend and returned within the 
week of pickup.  

• A typical wash consists of approximately 50 to 75 altar 
clothes. 

 
Consider joining the Linen Ministry it will be a rewarding 
experience for you knowing the linens you cleaned are adding 
to the beauty of our alter and the celebration. 
If you are interested in joining the Linen Ministry or 
have .questions, please call  or email Joann Pastewski at 908-

mailto:ourmindandspirit@gmail.com
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Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
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ST. MICHAEL WEEKLY BULLETIN?ST. MICHAEL WEEKLY BULLETIN?

Your Host: George Thomas

325 Chestnut Street
Five Points, Union NJ 07083

Tel: (908) 686-2683
Fax: (908) 688-2376

www.gallopinghillcaterers.com
gallopinghill@comcast.net

Galloping Hill Caterers

Kunjal K. Modi, MD
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Matthew V. Marini Advance Planning Director NJ Lic. No. 5114
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about funerals, funeral planning
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2800 Morris Avenue
Union, NJ • 908-687-2110

Victor J. Galante, Mgr. NJ Lic. No. 3318

Large On-Site Hospitality
Room Available

UNION DERMATOLOGY
& SKIN CANCER CENTER

Dermatology and Mohs Surgery

Santiago A. Centurion, M.D., Director
MOHS Surgeon

Bhakti Kanani, P.A.-C
Dermatology

Allein Howard, P.A.-C
Dermatology

                           440 Chestnut Street
1ST Floor, Suite 101
Union, NJ 07083

www.dermatologyassociatesnj.com

Ph: 908-623-3539
Old Bridge Office:
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Let Us 
Cater 
Your 
Next 

Event!
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Termites • ETC. 

Isaiah A. Smith
973-323-4848

Get Your Free
Inspection Today!

Licensed
&

Fully Insured

Of Union

908-687-0300 
Bob or Jerry

1415 STUYVESANT AVE., UNION, NJ

THE MOST TRUSTED NAME IN TRANSMISSIONS SINCE 1947
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Our sponsors pay for our parish bulletin. 
Help us support them, thank them, and show them 

the  app 
when you visit their establishments.

Maria Edmond
Sales Associate
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908-591-1170 cell • 908-654-7777 offi ce
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