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SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT  

 

MARCH 5, 2023  

A diverse spiritual community in action, dedicated to 

drawing people to Christ and making church and worship 

matter. We do this through our liturgical worship and 

living out our stewardship of time, talent, and treasure. 

Mission 



 

 

When I was growing up, 

the phrase “your word is 

your bond” was enshrined 

as a mark of integrity, 

n o b i l i t y ,  a n d 

t r u s t w o r t h i n e s s . 

Unfortunately, our world is 

increasingly becoming a 

culture where “alternate truth” is trending, and 

doubling down on lies is en vogue. Trust has 

become a rare commodity as promises are 

broken with equanimity, people lie over blatant 

truths, warranties are not honored, and political 

correctness seems to drive our “yeses” and 

“nos.” At stake here is the negation that our 

“yes” or “no” is a product of the heart, not of the 

mouth; a product of genuine conviction, 

unalloyed commitment, and dependability.  

In the gospel of this 2nd Sunday of Lent (Matthew 

5:17-35), Jesus clearly states that when it comes 

to what we say or the promises we make, “Let 

your 'Yes' mean 'Yes,' and your 'No' mean 'No.' 

Anything more is from the evil one" (verse 35). 

What Christ is saying here is that words matter, 

and they mean something and should mean what 

they stand for—our word should be our bond.  A 

promise or commitment is not something we 

should do to look good or to take advantage of a 

situation and then fail to follow through.  Yes, 

there are certain situations in which a promise 

becomes impossible to keep. In this case, we 

should have the humility to acknowledge the 

inability to keep to the promise and find ways to 

renegotiate it in truth. But the primary point here 

is that we should be upright and forthright with 

others regarding what we say. In this regard, the 

apostle Paul said, “Therefore, each of you must 

put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your 

neighbor.” Scripture is demanding that we 

preserve the holiness of truth.  

 

The book of Proverbs names seven things that 

God hates and detests, and the second on the list 

is “a lying tongue” (Proverb 6:17). It goes further 

to say, “Like clouds and wind without rain is one 

who boasts of gifts never given” (Proverbs 

25:14). 

There is no doubt that it is pretty hard to be a 

person of one’s word in a society where 

promises are slippery, and loopholes are ever-

present. But the Lord calls upon us to be the light 

of the world. We need to be true to our words, 

true to our commitments, true to our promises, 

faithful to our pledges, true to our ministries, 

faithful to our Christian vocation, true to our 

children, true to the values of our motherhood 

and fatherhood, true to our traditions as catholic, 

faithful to our Baptismal promises, true to our 

covenant with God, true to our Sacramental life, 

true to the values of our religion, faithful to our 

marital commitments, true to ourselves, to God, 

and others. There is no greater reward than 

honoring our words. It leaves both the 

“promiser” and the “promised” with a feeling of 

fulfillment.  

So, when we must say “yes,” let us say it from the 

heart, and when we must say “no,” let us say it 

without fear because while “no” is easier to do 

and “yes” easier to say, a dishonest “yes” is a 

“no” to one’s credibility. Let us pray that the 

power of our ‘yes’ meaning “yes” and our “no” 

meaning “no” may take root in our hearts and 

transform our lives. It is good for people to know 

that your word is your bond and that you will do 

exactly what you say you will do. And as 

Scripture says, let us do it “from the heart, for the 

sake of the Lord and not for others, knowing that 

you will receive from the Lord the due payment 

of the inheritance.” (Colossians 3:23-24). 

 

Msgr. Anselm Nwaorgu 

M e s s a g e  F r o m  The Pastor’s Desk

LET YOUR “YES BE YOUR “YES” AND YOUR “NO” BE YOUR “NO”! 
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Dear Parishioners, 

 

In order for us to stay in the GREEN, it is  

important that we meet our weekly budget collections 

and SOS. Please let us continue to support the weekly 

Sunday collection so that we can achieve our goals of 

balancing the budget going forward. 

 

Thank you for your support of the parish and your 

continued generosity.                     

     Msgr. Anselm 

 

Archdiocese of Newark Parishes that have reached Goal 

Congratulations to the following parishes for reaching goal! 
St. John Church, Newark  

Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart, Newark   
St. Joseph Parish, West Orange 

St. Mary Parish, Jersey City 
St. Rocco/St. Brigid, Union City 
Most Holy Name Parish, Garf 

 
My dear Parishioners, as you can see, our name is nowhere to be found in the list.  

We cannot let this be because we are faith-giants. 
 

 How to Make a Gift to the Annual Appeal 
 

Make a Gift Online. 1. Visit rcan.org/sharing. You can either make a one-time gift or a monthly 

gift. You are encouraged to fulfill your pledge on or before June 30, 2023.  

Don’t forget to select our parish name! You can restrict your gift to a specific area of support. 5. 

For questions regarding online giving, please call (973) 497-4589. 

 

Fill Out an Envelope: Pick up an in-pew envelope at the back of the Church and Complete all the 

necessary information. Drop the envelope at the parish center, offertory box, or mail it in. 

 

Fill out a Pledge Card: Fill out the pledge card you received in the mail and put it in the enclosed 

return envelope. For questions please call (973) 497-4129. 

ONLINE GIVING 

Donating your weekly collections through the Parish Giving online platform is helpful now more than ever.  Due to 

health and safety concerns related to the pandemic the number of volunteers that are available to count the 

collections have significantly diminished.  By using online giving you are selecting the safest and easiest method of 

giving for St. Michael’s Parish.  To start using Parish Giving go to our parish website (stmichaelunion.org) and 

click on the Parish Giving button that will take you to the easy sign up form.  Thank you for sustaining the parish 

during this unprecedented times. 

“Give and gifts will be given to you … 

the measure with which you measure will in turn be  

measured out to you.” Luke 6:38 
 

COLLECTION & SOS 

 

  NEEDED     ACTUAL     OVER/UNDER  

  WEEKLY  WEEKLY        

FEBRUARY 

Week 1                  $ 7,079  $  6,616  $    463 

Week 2                  $ 7,079  $  8,097  $ 1,018  

Week 3  $ 7,079  $  7,540  $    461  

Week 4  $ 7,079  $  8,128  $ 1,049 

Ash Wednesday   $  2,515  

 

Monthly SOS         $10,040   $10,463  $    423 

S t e w a r d s h i p  of Treasure 
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NOVENA OF MASSES 

MARCH 2023 

Phil Matrale   Jose Arnaldo  

James Ford, Sr.   Giuseppe Terriaca 

Fritz Maddy   Jorge J. Criado 

Pierre & Rubinetti Familes Frank Rubinetti  

Carolina Liwanag Santangelo Consuelo Salazar 

Mary & Idolo Russomano Dr. Tomas Nnoli  

Michelene & Joseph Kmetz Craig Calix (Living) 

Thartuma Ikeamyonwu   

Michelle Cuevas Martelli (Living)-Healing 

Teresita Kodumal (Living)-Healing 

St. Joseph Special Intentions 

George, Ruth, Barbara Rinehart 

Anamaria Araujo Pais (Living)-Special Intentions 

Jeff Pogorzelski (Living) - Healing  

Patsy Scalgione & Deceased Family Members 

Living & Deceased Members of the Orlando,  

 Landolfi, Siciliano & LaManna Families 

Living & Deceased Members of Czapla, Leniart &  

 McMahon Families 

Manuel Pereira Araujo & Lucilia Sousa Araujo 

Living & Deceased Members of Furnari & Potignano  

 Families 

Living & Deceased Members of Santoriello Family 

Living & Deceased Members of Dittemer &  

 DaSilva Families 

PRAYERS OF HEALING FOR 

Joanne Kalkus, Terry & Tony Russo, Mary Ann Flynn, Lucille 

Arnaldo, Barbara Lombardi, Josephine Steinberg, Julia 

Astsalk, Roselle Roux, Amanda D’Amato, Jean Claude, 

Claubette Kallabeen, Stephen Czapla, Clarence Roberts, 

Thomasina Rodriguez, Harry Vendemia, lluminda Duyan, 

Ruth Guido, Maria Santiago, Dr. Vic Tan, Beth Barto, 

Targelia Penafiel, Herlinda Castillo, David Randolph, Junia 

Perez, Virginia Hernandez, Doug Heinzer, Veana Lim, Myra 

Kebala, Alan Cicotte, William Grant, Matteo Piano, Jesus 

Adrien Duenas, Cesar DeJesus, Chet Janusz, Baby Charlie 

Boyle, Carmen Diaz Colon, Marian Orzechowski, Baby 

Charlie Esmores, George Leary, Carole A. Facenta, Grace 

Fortino, Brian Schmitt, Tom Ewing, Tony Zaliwski, Kathleen 

Kachelriess, Trudy Spinelli, Willa Jackson, John McEvoy, 

Dolores Rust, Lucy Nwauku, Mary Pubehara, Steven 

Yaccarino, Jacky Schellseheidt, Karen Marotta, Ken Lang, 

Judy Reid, Ana Torres, Rita Homiak, Stephen Berberabe, 

Norma Tuano, Marlene Cababe, Milan Durish, Maria 

Santiago, Marisol Morales, Angelina Amali, Jeff Pogorzelski, 

Virginia Attanasio, Mary Leeman, Marie Esposito, Jose M. 

DeJesus, Andre Graigwell, Nicole Pozeinick, Amy 

Dombroski, Byron DelMonte, Samantha Lopes, Joselito 

Espana, Jacob & Jaxson Rivera, Harry Benbemia, Ken Lang, 

Valarie Carter, Willie Green, Shirley Dobard, Joyce Toth, 

Maria Ferrara, Coady Brown, Alex Pretto, Paulo Goncalves, 

Frances Machado, Antoinette Agriloo, Victoria Phillips, 

James Scholz 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

SATURDAY March 4 

5:30 pm            Mark Fredrickson 

  Victor Puentes 

 

SUNDAY March 5  

7:30 am For the Parishioners 

9:00 am Jose Isirio Torres 

10:30 am Gino Ianiro 

12:00 noon Lyelle Ducoy 
 

 

MONDAY  March 6 

8:30 am Cathy Pfleger (20th Ann.) 

12:00   Serafin Lacson 
   

TUESDAY March 7 

8:30 am Serapio Dagat (42nd Ann.) 

  Thomas Canavan (13th Ann.) 

12:00 noon Novena of Masses 
 

WEDNESDAY March 8 

8:30 am Joseph Jakubco  

12:00 noon For the Parishioners 

 

THURSDAY March 9 

8:30 am Roger Boetsch 

12:00 noon For the Parishioners 
 

FRIDAY March 10 

8:30 am Novena of Masses 

12:00 noon For the Parishioners 
   

SATURDAY March 11 

8:30 am For the Parishioners 

5:30 pm Norma Lim 
 

SUNDAY March 12 

7:30 am Novena of Masses 

9:00 am Jennie Pruszkowski 

10:30 am For the Parishioners 

12:00 noon Amado Macaspa 

   

            ALTAR OFFERINGS 

The Altar Bread and Altar Wine are offered for  

St. Michael’s Parishioners. 

The Sanctuary Lamp is offered for Lucy Scalgione, 

Family & Friends. 

DECEASED RELATIVES AND FRIENDS 

 

Please remember in your prayers our parish, friends 

and family members who have passed on to the Lord, 

that they may inherit the promise of everlasting life in  

heaven.   

For this week, we especially remember  
 

 MEMBERS OF ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH 

M a s s  I n t e n t i o n s  & Novenas
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Prayer to ST. MICHAEL

St.  Michael the Archangel, defend us in 

battle. Be our defense against the 

wickedness and snares of the devil.  May 

God rebuke  him, we humbly pray; and 

do thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 

by the power of God, cast into hell 

Satan, and all the evil spirits, who prowl 

about the world seeking the ruin of 

souls. Amen.  

RCIA PROGRAM 

Deacon Michael Alfano has started the RCIA classes 

every Saturday morning  in the Phil Matrale Hall (LC) - 

Murphy Room at 10:30 am. Please contact Deacon 

Michael at michaeljalfano@aol.com if you want to 

learn more about the program. 

HANDS OF GRACE MINISTRY (HUGS)  

 

HUGS Ministry distributes GRACE Bags once a month 
throughout the year. We are presently helping  
39 families.  
 

Please continue to help us replenish our 
inventory.  
 

Contact Bisi (908) 247-4461 or Tania (908) 420- 
8659 for more information on how you can help. 

SISTER ANN’S FOOD PANTRY 

Please consider making food or financial donations for 

Sister Ann’s Food Pantry to help out those in need. Your 

weekly and financial donations keep Sister Ann’s Pantry 

going. I am sure she is smiling at us from heaven. You 

can drop off none perishable food at the Parish Center 

(1211 Orange Ave). 

CYO YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

CYO will resume this Tuesday, March 7th for our annual 
Bring A Friend Night run by our CYO seniors! Anyone in 
grades 8-12 are welcome to join us to see what our 
program is all about! We will be meeting from 7:00-
8:30pm in the Phil Matrale Hall (Lower Church) of St. 
Michael’s Church. Please use the Orange Avenue 
entrance. We look forward to meeting many new 
friends! 

CYO will also be hosting its annual Kids Night Fundraiser 
on Saturday, March 18th from 6-9pm in St. Michael’s 
Phil Matrale Hall (Lower Church). Children in grades K-8 
are welcome to come and enjoy a night full of art and 
crafts, games, movies, pizza, snacks, fun and more run 
by the teen members of our CYO program! The price is 
$20.00 per child and money/permission slips can be 
dropped off at the Parish Center of St. Michael’s (1211 
Orange Ave). Please email us at cyounionnj@gmail.com 
for any questions!  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 

Coordinator of Religious Education 
 Clare Andriola 

 
 

Coordinator of Home-Based Religious Education  
Lois Scanio 

 

The Religious Education Office is open Monday through 
Thursday 9:30 am to 2:30 pm (except holidays) or by 
appointment. We are located in the Parish Center at 
1211 Orange Avenue. You can also contact us by phone 
908-964-0965 at any time and leave a message or via 
email at smccd@comcast.net.   

M i n i s t r y  Happenings

WELLNESS MINISTRY

(FREE) DANCE/EXERCISE Class For the Family 
             

Saturdays 9:30—10:30 am Phil Matrale Hall (LC) 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE  

FAMILY PAINT NIGHT 
FEBRUARY 25, 2023 

 

St Michael's Family Activities Committee hosted Family 

Paint Night on Saturday, February 25th, 2023.  We are 

thankful to the many families that participated.  

The creativity of every artist shone through in all the 

beautiful masterpieces that were designed during this 

fun filled evening! 

mailto:cyounionnj@gmail.com
mailto:smccd@comcast.net
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 A n n o u n c e m e n t s  

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK  

ANNIVERSARY LITURGIES 

 
The Archdiocese of Newark is once again celebrating five, twen-

ty-five and fifty years of valid marriage for the Catholic faithful 

in the year 2023. The anniversary liturgies will be held in the 

Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark. The 50th An-

niversary Mass will be celebrated by Cardinal Joseph Tobin and 

the 5th & 25th Anniversary Mass will be celebrated by Bishop 

Gregory Studerus.  

 

April 16, 2023    3:00 pm 50 years  

May 7, 2023    3:00 pm 5 years & 25 years 

 

Please call the Parish Center  

(908) 688-1232, ext. 100 to register. 

KID’S NIGHT REGISTRATION FORM 

Child’sName:________________________________ 

Age: _____________Please Circle:    Boy         Girl 

Parent Cell Phone #:_________________________ 

Parent Name & Signature:____________________ 

Emergency Contact:__________________________ 
                              Name          Phone                Relationship 

 

Please Circle any of the following if your child is 

allergic to:  Peanuts                 Gluten Dairy 

 

Does your child have any special concerns we should 

be aware of? This includes any allergies, diabetic, etc. 

___________________________________________ 

 

Pizza will be served for dinner. Please circle    

Yes or No if your child would like Pizza. 

 

Registration fee is $20.00 per child 

Total Enclosed: _____________________ 

 
Please return this form to St. Michael’s Parish Center (1211 

Orange Ave) in person or by mail. If mailed, please write 

“CYO Kids Night” on the envelope. 

 

Youth Ministry Office: (908)688-1232, ext. 3 or email us at 

cyounionnj@gmail.com 

 
Pictures from Kids Night will be used on our website, for ad-

vertising and on our Church bulletin boards. No names or 

personal information is ever used or given out on any child.  

If you do not want pictures of your child used, sign here. 

________________ 

 

REGISTRATION IS ON A FIRST COME FIRST 

SERVE BASIS. Do not delay! 
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Bob or Jerry

1415 STUYVESANT AVE., UNION, NJ

THE MOST TRUSTED NAME IN TRANSMISSIONS SINCE 1947 CONTRACT & RETAIL SPECIALISTS
Carpet • Tile • Ceramic • Sheet Vinyl
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t  908.686.6333 f   908.687.9435 e   sales@hannonfl oor.com
1119 Springfi eld Road, Union, New Jersey 07083

www.hannonfl oors.com

90th Anniversary 1928 - 2018

M C  F  HM C  F  H
1500 Morris Avenue • Union, NJ 07083  908-686-4700908-686-4700

Jennifer TanisJennifer Tanis
Funeral Director
NJ Lic. No. 4894

Edward J. Shaff ery, Jr. 
Manager

NJ Lic. No. 3315

Matthew V. Marini
Advance Planning Director

NJ Lic. No. 5114

Ronald T. Principe, Jr.
Funeral Director
NJ Lic. No. 4841

Służymy Polonii oferując szeroki zakres usług fi nansowych: konta oszczędnościowe 
i czekowe, karty kredytowe i debetowe VISA®, kredyty hipoteczne, pożyczki 
personalne oraz pełny serwis bankowości Internetowej i mobilnej. Dla 
przedsiębiorców oferujemy kredyty biznesowe i konta bez opłat. Otwórz konto 
przez internet na stronie www.NaszaUnia.com lub odwiedź nasz oddział w 
Union (667 Chestnut St.,  Union, NJ 07083, tel. 908.688.6596).

1.855.PSFCU.4U           www.NaszaUnia.com

UNIA KREDYTOWA TO WIĘCEJ NIŻ BANK!

O U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
Sponsors can off er 

promotions, discounts 
and/or up-to-date contact 

information to the 
ENTIRE community

ANYONE in the community, 
not only Parishioners, can 

access realtime off ers 
from their favorite sponsors

 to save, share & support

Support Our Advertisers!
SHOP LOCAL • EAT LOCAL • ENJOY LOCAL

Support Our Advertiser
OPOOPOOOO LOCAL • EAT LOCAL • ENJOY LO

Local, trusted, proven, effective, supportive, referrals, relationships, 
affordable, repetitious, versatile, lasting. 

This describes the power of...
ppppppppp gggg

Placing an ad in the parish bulletin supports the parish while building your business - THAT’S A WIN WIN!
Call  1.800.333.3166!

WORSHIP

WITH US

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 
   info@mallorysarmy.org

   It’s easy to join our mailing 
list! Just send your email 
address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY to 
22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.
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Repast Luncheons • Communions • Baptisms
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929 Stuyvesant Ave.
Union, NJ 07083

908-964-3300 • Fax: 908-687-8015
www.cioffi  sfood.com

Italian Restaurant

$250.00
OFF

the installation of any 
new stairlift with this ad!

-  StairLifts and
 Ramps
-  Home Evevator
-  Bathroom
 Modifi cations
-  Grab/Safety Bars
-  FREE In-Home
 Safety Inspections
-  Rent/Purchase Plans

973-607-3211
Chatham NJ 07945

www.aipmobilityplus.com

Stay Home, Stay Safe!Stay Home, Stay Safe!

1307 Stuyvesant - Union, NJ 07083

Maria Concepcion Edmond
Sales Associate

Friendly - Patient - Caring
908-591-1170 cell            908-687-4800 offi ce

medmond@weichert.com

Family owned & operated since 1934, where compassionate service is a tradition

www.Galantefh.com

Call or stop by anytime to ask questions
about funerals, funeral planning

& cremation within the means of everyone

2800 Morris Avenue
Union, NJ • 908-687-2110

Victor J. Galante, Mgr. NJ Lic. No. 3318

Large On-Site Hospitality
Room Available

A HERO WALKED HERE.
The story and aftermath of a Saint Michaels 
School graduate, a 21-year-old Rutgers 
University Student and volunteer Fire 
Fighter and his line of duty death while 
trying to save a woman from her burning 
home. Available at www.Lulu.com
search “A hero walked here”. Proceeds to go 
to the  Firefi ghters Foundation.

IN REMEMBRANCE OF SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHATSMYNAME BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK

Suspensions | Exhausts
Brakes | Front End Work | AC & Heat 

Dealer Maintenance Schedule
Tires | Alignments | Oil Changes 

Engine & Transmissions Work
NJ State Inspections

415 Chestnut St., Union, NJ 07083 415 Chestnut St., Union, NJ 07083 | 908-964-7155 908-964-7155

w w w.Legac yM echanics.comw w w.Legac yMechanics.com

UNION DERMATOLOGY
& SKIN CANCER CENTER

Dermatology and Mohs Surgery

Santiago A. Centurion, M.D., Director
MOHS Surgeon

Bhakti Kanani, P.A.-C
Dermatology

Allein Howard, P.A.-C
Dermatology

                           440 Chestnut Street
1ST Floor, Suite 101
Union, NJ 07083

www.dermatologyassociatesnj.com

Ph: 908-623-3539
Old Bridge Office:
732-679-6300
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