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In the first reading on this 4th 

Sunday of Lent, Year B (2 Chr 

36:14-16, 19-23), we are told 

that because of their sins, the 

land of Israel was completely 

destroyed and those who 

escaped the sword were 

carried into captivity to Babylon. They were in 

captivity for seventy years and had no hope of 

returning to Judah. Then, a pagan king, Cyrus, 

took over Persia, and God touched his heart to let 

all the Israelites return home to rebuild the 

temple. All the people could say was, “When he 

Lord delivered Israel from captivity it seemed like 

a dream.” It is never over until God says so. In the 

gospel (John 9:1-41), which is used for our second 

Scrutiny Sunday, we read about the man born 

blind whom people had written off and believed 

that his blindness was a generation curse and 

would follow him to death, and how Jesus healed 

him, and he was able to see again. It is never over 

until God says so. 

My friends, extreme challenges are part of life 

and will always be. Many a time, we find 

ourselves in situations that look like points of no 

return; we can’t seem to find our way through the 

darkness, things look like the devil is winning the 

battle, we begin to mistake life problems as 

divine punishment, and we find ourselves 

developing the feelings of hopelessness. But it is 

never over until God says so! In these moments, 

we need “Believing Faith,” a trust so firm that one 

is ready to risk death a hundred times over, 

trusting in it. This is the kind of faith that connects 

with Jesus and, by this connection, refuses to 

doubt, give up, or go into unbelief. It is a kind of 

faith that latches unto Christ, trusting Him for 

something everyone else is powerless to do. It is a 

kind of faith that believes that one’s adversity is 

God’s opportunity to glorify His Name. This is not 

faith based on wishful hope; it is faith based on 

God’s Word and promises, for the glory of God is 

 

in the fulfillment of His promises. Scripture says, 

“Listen to me, O house of Jacob, I have made, and I 

will bear; I will carry and I will save…. Remember 

this and stand firm… I have spoken, and I will 

bring it to pass; I have purposed, and I will do it. 

(Ref. Isaiah 46:3-11).  

Believing faith requires certain behaviors. It 

requires negating the negativity of our 

environment and Nay-Sayers because our fears 

about what people will say and our feelings about 

how peers and friends will react can inhibit belief. 

Believing faith requires us to counter pride and 

negative self-talk; those inner feelings that inhibit 

divine encounters. Believing faith is a surrendering 

hope; a hopeful hope that believes, no matter what. 

Believing faith requires that we keep believing 

even when we are at our lowest point, when 

nothing seems hopeful, no light is in sight, and 

desperation sets in. It is never over until God says 

so. Scripture says, “My faithful one shall live by 

faith alone and if he draws back, I have no 

pleasure in him” (Hebrew 10:38) and verse 39 

says, “We are not among those who draw back and 

perish but of those who believe and are saved”. 

My friends, let us keep believing no matter what is 

happening and never allow our faith to grow dim. 

Let us live above our feelings, never despairing, 

knowing that trusting in God can and will deliver 

us unto victory. This is the power of believing-faith! 

We are better off when we live by it, and we will 

be surprised by what the good Lord can do. May 

God grant us the grace for “Believing Faith”. 

 

 

Msgr. Anselm  
 

 

 

It Is Not Over Until God Says So 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2chronicles/36?14
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2chronicles/36?14


 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
In order for us to stay in the GREEN, it is  
important that we meet our weekly budget collections 
and SOS. Please let us continue to support the weekly 
Sunday collection so that we can achieve our goals of 
balancing the budget going forward. 
 
Thank you for your support of the parish and your 
continued generosity.                     

     Msgr. Anselm 

“Give and gifts will be given to you … 

the measure with which you measure will in turn be  

measured out to you.” Luke 6:38 
 

COLLECTION & SOS 
 

     NEEDED     ACTUAL     OVER/UNDER  

     WEEKLY WEEKLY        

 

MARCH 

 
Week 1      $   7,307 $  8,383  $  1,076 

Week 2      $   7,307 $    $ 

Week 3      $   7,307 $    $ 

Week 4      $   7,307 $    $ 

 

Monthly SOS     $10,040 $ 7,244  $ 2,796 

 

 

 

S t e w a r d s h i p  of Treasure 

Prayer to ST. MICHAEL
St.  Michael the Archangel, defend us in 

battle. Be our defense against the 

wickedness and snares of the devil.  May 

God rebuke  him, we humbly pray; and do 

thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, by 

the power of God, cast into hell Satan, and 

all the evil spirits, who prowl about the 

world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.  

 
 
 

 

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK ANNUAL APPEAL 
ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH 

 

2024 Base Goal:  $43,473 

2024 Stretch Goal: $46,240 

As of:  3/6/24   

Donor Pledge:   $19,622.01 

Donor  Received:  $15,731.45 

 

THANK YOU! 

Thank you to Jeff and Theresa Pogorzelski and 

Ana DiFabrizio for your generous donations for 

the purchase of the chasubles.  

There are still 2 chasubles available for dona-

tions. Thank you for your generosity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

Our parish will be taking a cruise around New 
York City as part of the celebration of St. 
Michael’s Feast Day 2024. 
 
Cruise Date:  Friday, September 27, 2024 
Boarding:  6:30 pm 
Cruising:  7:00 pm—9:30 pm 
Vessel:  Spirit of New Jersey 
Departing:  Lincoln Harbor 
  1500 Harbor Blvd. Weehawken, NJ  
COST: 
 
Option 1: $170 per person all included without  1 
  glass of wine or a bottle of beer 
Option 2: $178 per person with 1 glass of wine or  
  a bottle of beer 
Option 3: $150 per person all included without  
  bus transportation and no glass of wine  
  or a bottle beer. 
 
Tickets are first come first serve basis. Only 150 
tickets will be sold. 
Bus boarding at St. Michael’s Parking Lot at 5:00 
sharp. 
Please call Parish Office (908) 688-1232 for more 
information. 



 

 

PRAYERS OF HEALING FOR 
Grace Fortino, Dolores Rust, Lucy Nwauku, Judy Reid, Ana 

Torres, Rita Homiak, Stephen Berberabe, Norma Tuano, Jeff 

Pogorzelski, Virginia Attanasio, Mary Leeman, Marie Esposito, 

Jose M. DeJesus, Andre Graigwell, Nicole Pozeinick, Amy 

Dombroski, Samantha Lopes, Jacob & Jaxson Rivera, Ken Lang, 

Valarie Carter, Willie Green, Shirley Dobard, Joyce Toth, Maria 

Ferrara, Alex Pretto, Paulo Goncalves, Frances Machado, 

Antoinette Agriloo, James Scholz, Michael Nworu, Victoria 

Nworu, June Musa, Marivic del Rosario, Theresa Ojeawere, 

Kathy Chavez, John McEvoy, Sofia Teixeira, Carlos Dacruz, 

Anthony Staynings, Socorro Dagat, Peter & Cathy Fortunato, 

Anna Lepski, Nicole Ferlo, Therese Ferlo, Dolly Kramer, Junita 

Ottenstroer, Baby Sophia Alfano, Jean Ford, John Dittemer, Pat 

Wittek, Sal Dovi 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

SATURDAY  March 9 
8:30 am Alta Grace Limage 
  Raiza Jean Gonzales (Living)-Birthday 
5:30 pm Roger Boetsch 
  
SUNDAY  March 10 
7:30 am Rosemary Stonack (Living)-Birthday 
  For the Parishioners 
9:00 am Deceased Members of Jamisola &  
  Galgo Families 
10:30 am Patricia Palermo, Demetrius Aberi,  
  Honofre Beldua, Sr. 
12:00 noon Jaylen Lamour (Living)-Birthday 
  Alejandro Cruz 
 
MONDAY   March 11 
8:30 am Harry Tangkilisan 
  Louis S. Fevrin 
12:00 noon Czeslawa Pogorzelski 
 
TUESDAY  March 12 
8:30 am Alan Cabatigan 
12:00 noon Novena of Masses 
 
WEDNESDAY  March 13 
8:30 am Amoakon Mian 
12:00 noon Grace Badiola (Living)-Healing 
  Antonio Salang 
 
THURSDAY  March 14 
8:30 am Maria Lourdes A. Duenas (Living) 
  Ara Yosef Valiente (Living)-Birthday 
12:00 noon Jose Valiente, Sr. 
 
FRIDAY  March 15 
8:30 am Donald Silvey 
  Maximillian Ekpeni 
12:00 noon Irene Pogorzelski 
 DeLeon & Ong Family (Living)-Thanksgiving 
 
SATURDAY  March 16 
8:30 am Joselito Espana (Living)-Thanksgiving 
  Johanna Espana (Living)-Thanksgiving 
5:30 pm Giuseppe Terriaca & Giovanna DiBiase 
 
SUNDAY  March 17 
7:30 am For the Parishioners  
9:00 am John Forde 
10:30 am Teodoro Mendoza 
12:00 noon Divine Burch (Living)-Healing 
 
ALTAR OFFERINGS  
The Altar Bread, Altar Wine and Sanctuary Lamp 
are offered for all St. Michael’s Parishioners. 
 

The Paschal Candle is offered in memory of Walter 
& Ruth Reinhard and Edward & Carol Izbicki,    
donated by Ed & Kathy Izbicki. 

DECEASED RELATIVES AND FRIENDS 
Please remember in your prayers our parish, friends and family 

members who have passed on to the Lord, that they may  

inherit the promise of everlasting life in heaven.   

Especially  

Members of St. Michael’s Parish 

M a s s  I n t e n t i o n s  & Novenas

 NOVENA OF MASSES 
M A R C H  2 0 2 4  

 

Jose & Lucille Arnaldo  Phil Matrale 

Mary & Idolo Russomano James Ford, Sr.  

Pierre & Rubinetti Families Frank Rubinetti 

Jorge & Hilda Criado  George Rinehart, Jr.  

Maria Leanor Coronel  Ramon Valera  

Special Intentions-VG  Amoakon Mian  

Lourdes Ezpeleta  Eugenia M. Hingco 

Rosario Arnaldo (Living)-Healing 

Nickdy B. Auguste (Living)-Healing 

Michellene & Joseph Kmetz 

Special Intentions to St. Joseph 

John Dittemer (Living) - Healing 

Antonio Simao DeMelo Madeiros 

George Sr., Ruth & Barbara Rinehart  

Chinyere Odoemene & Family (Living)- 

 Special Intentions 

Jeff Pogorzelski (Living) - Healing 

Manuel Pereira Aarujo & Lucilia Silva Sousa Araujo 

Patsy Scalgione & Deceased Family Members 

Living & Deceased Members of the Orlando,  

 Landolfi, Siciliano & LaManna Families 

Living & Deceased Members of Del Rosario  

 & Perez Families 

Living & Deceased Members Onyenanu &  

 Durugo Families 

Living & Deceased Members of Maddy &  

 Boulin Families 

Rodrigues, Medeiros & Araujo Families 

Living & Deceased Members of Santoriello Family 

Living & Deceased Members of Ignatus &  

 Nwosuh Families 

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS  
EVERY FRIDAY DURING LENT  

AT 7:00 PM IN CHURCH 



 

 

CYO YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

Palm Cross & Candy Sale 

March 16, March 17 , March 
23, March 24 after all 
Masses 

 

CYO Living Stations of the Cross—Friday, 
March 29 at 7:00 pm 

 

 

 

CHARISMATIC RENEWAL PRAYER 

GROUP 
 

COME AND EXPERIENCE THE POWER 
OF THE  HOLY SPIRIT PERSONALLY 
WITH ST. MICHAEL'S PARISH  
Catholic Charismatic Renewal Prayer Group 
 
DAY: Wednesday         
TIME: 6 PM-7:30 PM 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Upcoming Events for 1st Communion Candidates: 

 
 

The Religious Education Office is open Monday 
through Thursday 9:30AM to 2:30PM (except holidays) 
or by appointment. We are located in the Parish Center 
at 1211 Orange Avenue. You can also contact us by 
phone 908-964-0965 at any time and leave a message 
or via email at smccd@comcast.net.   

Coordinator of Religious Education  
Clare Andriola 

Coordinator of Home-Based Religious Education 

Lois Scanio 

M i n i s t r y  Happenings

HANDS OF GRACE (HUGS) 
Please consider making donations to the Ministry. We are 
constantly in need of clothing, sanitary and feeding items for 
children (New born to Age 5) and for mothers.  
 
Please call Bisi Longe (908)247-4461 or Tania Massicot 
(973) 420-8659 for a comprehensive list of items needed.   
All items must be NEW. 
Please note that donations can also be made online on a one-
time or recurring basis, on the parish website at 
www.stmichaelunion.org (Click on the Parish Giving Icon). 

 
Join the HANDS OF GRACE (HUGS) MINISTRY in 

celebrating “Giving Bear Sunday” every 3rd Sunday of the 

month. Look our for our Purple Bear in the vestibule with a 

basket for cards for family needs. Please stop by and pick a 

card or 2 to help ensure the ministries inventory never dries 

up. 

The HUGS  Ministry services 50 families in our parish and 

community by giving out Grace Bags monthly to mothers and 

children-newborn to age 5. 

WELLNESS MINISTRY

(FREE) DANCE/
EXERCISE Class  

For the Family 
             

Saturdays 9:30—10:30 am  
Phil Matrale Hall (LC) 

Mind and Spirit Ministry  

All are welcome to come and join us on Thursday 
March 14th at 7pm, in the lower church to pray and 
discuss the Forgiveness of Self and Others. Let us 
explore the importance of this to our mind and spirit 

during this Lenten season.  
 

Dear Heavenly Father, 
 

Help me to forgive. Take the burden of unforgiveness 
and bitterness away from me. Help me to give up my 

right to get even. Free me from the toxic emotions that 
are keeping me in the painful grip of the past. I want to 

forgive as You have forgiven me. I may not feel like 
forgiving, but I know with Your strength and in Your 
power, I can forgive. I know I need to forgive for real 

healing to happen. 
 

I trust you God to deal justly with what has violated 
and wronged me. I will leave the justice up to You. I 
don’t want to be overcome with wrong, but desire to 
overcome wrong with good, by forgiving. I am confi-
dent in Your Word, which proclaims I can do all things 
through You, who gives me strength. I will surrender 

my unforgiveness to You and forgive.  
Thank You, my precious Lord and Savior! 

 
In Jesus Name, 

 
Amen 

mailto:smccd@comcast.net


 

 

A n n o u n c e m e n t s  

SAVE THE DATE 
BUS TRIPS 

 
Wednesday, April 17, 2024 
Bus trip to Wind Creek Casino. Bus leaves parking lot 
at 9:30 am. Cost is $35 with a $25 slot play return. 
 
Tuesday, May 21, 2024—Sight & Sound Trip to see 
Daniel. Bus boarding at St. Michael parking lot at 7:15 
am, departure 7:30 am sharp. Cost:$170 includes show 
ticket, lunch, breakfast snack. 
SOLD OUT - (WAITING LIST) 

COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP SUNDAYS 

March 17, 2024 
Our next Coffee and Fellowship Sunday will be on 
March 17 after all the Sunday Masses at the Phil 
Matrale Hall (LC). We hope you can join us. 

Thank you to Yakima Williams, Victoria Oyakhi-
ome, Cheryl & Kermit Thompson for their gener-
ous donation to the February fellowship 

 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 

APRIL 7, 2024 

The Feast of Divine Mercy will be celebrated at St. 

Michael’s on Sunday, April 7th at 3:00 pm in the 

Church. The Chaplet will be recited followed by 

prayers. 

“A Special Thank you!” 

Leaving St. Michael’s is not easy, after almost 7 years serving as your 
Deacon has been wonderful experience. As most of your know St. 
Michaels was my first assignment. It was a new beginning for me in 
my ministry as it was a new beginning for St. Michaels having their 
first permanent deacon assigned to the parish. I thank God for these 
past years as I have worked among many of you in service to our Lord 
and Savior. It has been very fulfilling as a deacon to have shared so 
many experiences with so many of you from baptizing your children to 
teaching your child in CCD, to preparing your for marriage and offici-
ating the marriage, to serving at wake services and funerals for your 
loved one, to various other committees and programs that we have 
worked on together all for the betterment of St. Michael’s parish. I 
have strengthened some existing friendship and made many new 
friendships during this time. The parishioners of St. Michael’s have 
shown me true love and compassion which I will cherish for a lifetime. 
As I mentioned to many of you, it was not easy leaving an assignment 
you truly loved. My new assignment at St. Joseph in Maplewood is 
only a short distance away and I personally invite all of you to come 
and visit. I want to thank you all for your kind words you offered to me 
on my last Sunday and for all of you that were able to attend my Fare-
well Mass and reception. I pray that God will Bless each of you and St. 
Michaels parish as we continue our discipleship to serve our Lord and 
one another. I also ask for your prayers as I begin my new ministry at 
St. Joseph parish, which will begin on the weekend of April 13 & 14.  
 
God’s Blessings and may the Peace of Christ be always with you! 
 
Deacon Michael Cavallo  
DeaconMikeCavallo@gmail.com 
(908) 377-9713 
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