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This Sunday is the first 

Sunday of Advent; the 

beginning of a new 

liturgical year, and the first 

of the four Sundays 

preceding Christmas. 

Advent is the time that we 

prayerfully remember the 

first coming of Christ, His birth, while being 

ready for his second coming, judgment day. 

The gospel (Mark 13:33-37) therefore urges 

us: “Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know 

when the time will come…May he not come 

suddenly and find you sleeping.” 

A good watchman stays awake throughout the 

duty-period so as to promptly open the door at 

the arrival of the master. He also stays alert and 

awake so that he can detect threats and danger, 

and raise an alarm. He usually carried a weapon 

for the purpose of self defense and the defense 

of the property he is appointed to guard. 

As Christians, God has appointed us as 

watchmen over His house; our lives. Like good 

watchmen and women, we are called to stay 

awake and alert throughout the duty period—

our lifetime. But between now and the ultimate 

coming back of our Lord Jesus, God visits us 

every day in many different ways; thus, the 

need for us to remain vigilant and watchful so 

that we can recognize Him in His daily 

arrivals—Holy Moments—and promptly open 

the doors to let Him in. No wonder, in the first 

reading, Isaiah, the prophet says: “Would that 

you might meet us doing right and that we were 

mindful of you in our ways!” (Isaiah 64:4) 

God’s daily arrivals happen in many ways: in 

the sacraments where He invites us into His 

graces, in his Word where he instructs us on the 

path to follow, in the marginalized of our 

society, where he gives us the opportunity to 

treat Him right, in times of sickness or trouble 

whereby He gives us opportunity to reorder our 

priorities, etc. His daily arrivals, these “Holy 

Moment”, happen when we are God’s hands 

and face for suffering or joyful humanity, when 

we celebrate others even as we disagree in 

 

opinion, when we encounter others in ways and 

manners that affirm their dignity even when they 

are of a different race, gender, religion, political 

affiliation, sexual orientation, etc., when we 

listen to others with attention, empathy, and 

compassion, and when we appreciate and follow 

in the footsteps of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ, who stooped to wash others’ feet, turned 

the other cheek, reigned with a scepter of love, 

pity, and compassion, and wielded the powers of 

mercy and forgiveness, even as He laid down 

His life for us.  

God meets us doing right when we are able to 

detect threats to this house of His, our faith, such 

as false prophets, deceptive interpretations of 

God’s word, the theatrics of false miracle-

workers, false notions of “being spiritual but not 

religious”, and the insipid presence of spiritual 

lukewarmness and apathy. In order words, we 

need to guard ourselves against wolves in sheep 

clothing. 

We also need to develop, keep, and be willing 

to deploy what St. Paul calls “The whole armor of 

God” and he names them to be: the belt of truth, 

the breastplate of righteousness, the gospel of 

peace, the shield of faith (to quench all the 

flaming arrows of the evil one), the Word of God 

(which is sword of the Spirit and the helmet of 

salvation), prayer, and perseverance. Scripture 

says that our battle in this world is not with flesh 

and blood alone, but with the principalities and 

powers of darkness in the heavenly places (Eph 

6:12-18).  

My friends, let us pray that God may grant us the 

grace to be watchful so as to notice His daily 

arrivals in our lives, alert to respond with 

readiness in ways that are pleasing to Him, and 

fully equipped to persevere while standing firm 

and courageous in the face trials and 

tribulations, Amen! 

Msgr. Anselm Nwaorgu 

The “Ins” of Being Watchful and Ready 



 

 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

In order for us to stay in the GREEN, it is  

important that we meet our weekly budget collections 

and SOS. Please let us continue to support the weekly 

Sunday collection so that we can achieve our goals of 

balancing the budget going forward. 

 

Thank you for your support of the parish and your 

continued generosity.                     

“Give and gifts will be given to you … 

the measure with which you measure will in turn be  

measured out to you.” Luke 6:38 
 

COLLECTION & SOS 
 

  NEEDED     ACTUAL     OVER/UNDER  

  WEEKLY  WEEKLY        

NOVEMBER 

Week 1  $  7,079  $  7,802  $    723  

Week 2   $  7,079  $  7,873  $    794   

Week 3  $  7,079  $  8,460  $ 1,381   

Week 4  $  7,079  $    $    

 

Monthly SOS         $10,040   $  9,467  $    573 

 

S t e w a r d s h i p  of Treasure 

2023 UNION OF SAINTS & NATIONS 

(USAN) 

GOAL:   $100,000.00 
 
As of 10/25/23 $111,181.00 
 
   $  11,181.00 
 
On behalf of our Church,  I sincerely want to thank all of 

you for your unwavering effort to help this parish reach 

our 2023 USAN goal of $100,000.00. Anyone who is 

moved to drive us  to this goal and beyond should do so 

through any of the various forms of donation we use in 

the parish. Please mark your envelope “USAN Donation” 

and remember to put your envelope number if you wish. 

May the good Lord continue to bless you and your family 

for your generosity and support of this Parish! 

 

Msgr. Anselm I. Nwaorgu 

Pastor 

Prayer to ST. MICHAEL
St.  Michael the Archangel, defend us in 

battle. Be our defense against the 

wickedness and snares of the devil.  May 

God rebuke  him, we humbly pray; and do 

thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, by 

the power of God, cast into hell Satan, and 

all the evil spirits, who prowl about the 

world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.  

 

 

In your envelope package and at the vestibule of 

the Church, you will find envelopes for Christmas 

Flower Offerings. Please be generous in your do-

nations to keep our Church beautifully decorated 

for Christmas. Thank you in advance for your gen-

erosity. 



 

 

PRAYERS OF HEALING FOR 
Grace Fortino, Dolores Rust, Lucy Nwauku, Judy Reid, Ana 

Torres, Rita Homiak, Stephen Berberabe, Norma Tuano, Jeff 

Pogorzelski, Virginia Attanasio, Mary Leeman, Marie Esposito, 

Jose M. DeJesus, Andre Graigwell, Nicole Pozeinick, Amy 

Dombroski, Samantha Lopes, Jacob & Jaxson Rivera, Ken Lang, 

Valarie Carter, Willie Green, Shirley Dobard, Joyce Toth, Maria 

Ferrara, Coady Brown, Alex Pretto, Paulo Goncalves, Frances 

Machado, Antoinette Agriloo, James Scholz, Giovanna Di Biase, 

Michael Nworu, Victoria Nworu, June Musa, Marivic del Rosario, 

Denise Lucarello Aliseo, James Mariusiak, Theresa Ojeawere, 

Kathleen Sarno, Kathy Chavez, John McEvoy, Sofia Teixeira, 

Carlos Dacruz, Anthony Staynings, Socorro Dagat, Peter & Cathy 

Fortunato, Anna Lepski 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

SATURDAY  December 2 
8:30 am Maria Clara Anolin 
5:30 pm Rui Docarmo 
  Stanislaw Pogorzelski 
  
SUNDAY  December 3 
7:30 am For the Parishioners 
9:00 am Gilda & Andrew Tobia 
  Sophia & Nicola Pagliuca 
10:30 am Ajerico & Teodoro Mendoza 
  Marlene Cababe 
12:00 noon Barbara R. Dittemer 
  Lise & Ilvert Beauliere 
     
MONDAY   December 4 
8:30 am Jennifer Liston 
12:00 noon Novena of Masses 
  Victor Napenas 
 
TUESDAY  December 5 
8:30 am Socorro Dagat (Living)-Healing 
12:00 noon Stanislaw Pogorzelski 
 
WEDNESDAY  December 6 
8:30 am Krzak Family 
  Amoakon Mian 
12:00 noon Rosa Mugavero & Antonino Mugavero 
   
THURSDAY  December 7 
8:30 am Novena of Masses 
  Antonio Baldassarre  
12:00 noon Jorge J. Criado 
  
FRIDAY  December 8 
8:30 am Doug Sipe (Living)-Birthday 
  Concepcion Ticzon 
12:00 noon Monica Votapek 
  Antonio Baldassarre (18th Ann.) 
7:00 pm Concepcion Espana (Living) 
  Artemio Agreda 
  
SATURDAY  December 9 
8:30 am Fred Pajarillo (Living) 
  Kathleen Sarno 
5:30 pm Roger Boetsch 
  
SUNDAY  December 10 
7:30 am Mary & Fred Lambusta 
  For the Parishioners 
9:00 am Maria Da Cruz Azevedo 
  Leticia Sefia (Living)-Birthday 
10:30 am Joseph & Florence Lime 
  Antonio Baldassarre 
12:00 noon Manuel De Oliveiro 
  Marion & Phillip Bozolus 
 
ALTAR OFFERINGS  
The Altar Bread and Altar Wine are offered for St. 
Michael’s Parishioners. 
 
The Sanctuary Lamp is offered for Lucy Scalgione, family 
and Friends. 

DECEASED RELATIVES AND FRIENDS 
Please remember in your prayers our parish, friends and fami-

ly members who have passed on to the Lord, that they may  

inherit the promise of everlasting life in heaven.   

 

Especially members of St. Michael’s Church 

M a s s  I n t e n t i o n s  & Novenas

 NOVENA OF MASSES 
D e c e m b e r   2 0 2 3  

Jose & Lucille Arnaldo  Phil Matrale 

James Ford, Sr.  Jorge & Hilda Criado 

Anthonia Emeana  Fritz Maddy   

Pierre & Rubinetti Familes Frank Rubinetti  

Mary & Idolo Russomano Artemia Tan 

George Rinehart, Jr.  Abe Maksom 

Juan Carlos Araneta  Ramon Valera 

Linda Lopez Grino  Jaime Gonzaga 

Matthew Boulin (Living)-Birthday 

Antonio Simao Del Melo Madeiros 

Socorro Dagat (Living)-Healing 

Michelene & Joseph Kmetz  

Michelle Sumabat (Living) 

Erma Barce & Family (Living) 

Dolores Montano & Family (Living) 

Felicitas Tan & Family (Living) 

Rodrigues, Medeiros & Araujo Families 

Living & Deceased Members of Terriaca Families   

Living & Deceased Members of DiFabrizio Families  

Living & Deceased Members of Santoriello Family 

George, Ruth & Barbara Rinehart 

Jeff Pogorzelski (Living) - Healing 

Filipe Manuel Araujo Pais (Living) 

Grace Marie Araujo Cadenas (Living) 

Anamaria Araujo Pais (Living) 

Patsy Scalgione & Deceased Family Members 

Living & Deceased Members of the Orlando,  

 Landolfi, Siciliano & LaManna Families 

Manuel Pereira Araujo & Lucilia Sousa Araujo 

Living & Deceased Members of Santoriello Family 

Living & Deceased Members of the Del Rosario &  

 Perez Families 

Living & Deceased Members Onyenanu &  

 Durugo Families 



 

 

CYO YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

Our next CYO meeting will be on Tuesday, 
December 5th in the main church at 7:00pm 
where we will have special guest speaker, Fr. Paul 
Houlis, speak to our youth. All teens are welcome! 
 

CYO Fundraiser 
 
After all Masses on December 2 & 3 and December 
9 & 10: 
 
Christmas Wreath: $20.00 
Small Grave Cover: $20.00 
Large Grave Cover: $35.00 
 
We will be right in front of St. Michael’s Church & 
Rectory. We appreciate your support! 
 

Special CYO Christmas Presentation!  
The Festival of Lights 

 
Once again, our CYO/Youth Ministry Program will 
present our Christmas Festival of Lights! 
Join us on Tuesday, December 12th at St. 
Michael’s Church! Our Festival is a night of 
Reflection, Music and Prayer to Celebrate the true 
meaning of Christmas. Our members will reenact 
the roles of Mary, Joseph, the Angel Gabriel, 
Shepherds and other Christmas Story Characters. 
It is truly an event to be experienced and all are 
welcome! The Festival will begin at 7:00pm, so 
please arrive by 6:45. (Doors will open at 6:30pm) 
Come see, hear and experience the beauty of 
Christmas! 
 

CYO Christmas Dance 
 
We are excited to announce that our CYO 
Christmas Dance will be held on Friday, December 
15th in the Phil Matrale Hall from 6:00pm-
10:00pm. Join us for a fun night filled with good 
company, music, food and dancing! All CYO 
members are welcome and are encouraged to 
bring a friend!  
 

CHARISMATIC RENEWAL PRAYER GROUP 
 

COME AND EXPERIENCE THE POWER OF THE  
HOLY SPIRIT PERSONALLY 
WITH ST. MICHAEL'S PARISH  
Catholic Charismatic Renewal Prayer Group 
 
DAY: Wednesday         
TIME: 6 PM-7:30 PM 
VENUE: Murphy Room, Phil Matrale Hall (LC) 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
The Religious Education Office is open Monday 
through Thursday from 9:30AM to 2:30PM (except 
holidays) or by appointment. We are located in the 
Parish Center at 1211 Orange Avenue. You can also 
contact us by phone 908-964-0965 at any time and 
leave a message, or via email at smccd@comcast.net 

Coordinator of Religious Education  
Clare Andriola 

Coordinator of Home-Based Religious 
Education Lois Scanio 

M i n i s t r y  Happenings

LINEN MINISTRY  

St. Michael’s Church is in need of new ministers to join the 
Linen Ministry. The Linen Ministry provides clean alter linens 
used at masses and spiritual celebrations.  
 
What do you need know to be a part of this worthwhile 
ministry? 

• You need to have a washing machine and iron (no starch 
please).  

• Based on the size of our team you can expect to be asked 
every 3 to 4 months to launder the clothes.  

• The linens are washed and pressed. The linens are usually 
picked up on the weekend and returned within the week of 
pickup.  

• A typical wash consists of approximately 50 to 75 altar 
clothes. 

 
Consider joining the Linen Ministry it will be a rewarding 
experience for you knowing the linens you cleaned are adding 
to the beauty of our alter and the celebration. 
If you are interested in joining the Linen Ministry or 
have .questions, please call  or email Joann Pastewski at 908-
688-8844  jpastewski@aol.com 

Join the HANDS OF GRACE (HUGS) MINISTRY in 
celebrating “Giving Bear Sunday” every 3rd 
Sunday of the month. Look our for our Purple Bear in 
the vestibule with a basket for cards for family needs. 
Please stop by and pick a card or 2 to help ensure the 
ministries inventory never dries up. 
The HUGS  Ministry services 50 families in our parish 
and community by giving out Grace Bags monthly to 
mothers and children-newborn to age 5. 

WELLNESS MINISTRY

(FREE) DANCE/EXERCISE Class For 
the Family 

             
Saturdays 9:30—10:30 am Phil Matrale 

Hall (LC) 

ST. ANN’S FOOD PANTRY 

Please bring all holiday food donations to the     

Parish Center (1211 Orange Ave).  

 

Thank you for your contributions. 

mailto:smccd@comcast.net


 

 

A n n o u n c e m e n t s  

COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP SUNDAYS 
December 17, 2023 

 

Our next Coffee and Fellowship Sunday 
will be on December 17 after all the Sunday Mass-
es.  
 

UPCOMING ADVENT EVENTS AT  
ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH 

ALL ARE INVITED! 
 

 
December 1—6:30 pm 
First Friday Eucharistic Adoration 
 
December 3—6:30 pm 
First Sunday Eucharistic Adoration 
 
December 4—7:00-8:30 pm 
Advent Presentation by our Guest Speaker:  
Fr. Paul Houlis  
Topic: “The Secret to Having Peace & Joy Amidst 
The Chaos” 
 
December 5—7:00-8:30 pm 
Advent Presentation by our Guest Speaker:  
Fr. Paul Houlis  
Topic: “Put Down Your Phone & Pick Up Your 
Peace: An Advent Challenge to Teens” 
Religious Education (CCD) & Youth Group (CYO) 
will be present.  
 
All are welcome! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
During this Advent Season, let us focus on bringing PEACE into the 
hearts of all.  
 
     “CANDY CANE” gifts will be distributed to the children of 
Blessed Sacrament and St. Charles Borromeo at their holiday party. 
   
     GIFT CARDS to supermarkets and local businesses will be dis-
tributed to Parishioners, Veterans and their families.  
GIFTS AND CARDS* WILL BE COLLECTED AT ALL MASSES 
THE WEEKEND OF DEC. 17-18. 

    *or drop them off at the Parish Center 
 
If you would like to contribute a gift card or monetary donation 
to the SISTERS OF ST. DOMINIC - CALDWELL, we will have a 
separate collection bin in the vestibule of the Church clearly marked 
for these donations.  

 
“Let there be Peace on Earth…” 

 
Decorating our tree this year are Peace Ornaments.  Each card 
contains a reflection on Peace from some of the world’s revered Peace-
makers.  
 
Please take one (per family) and include it in your holiday decora-
tions. The reflections can be discussed and used as part of your Ad-
vent family prayer. Keep the ornament as a reminder to pray for Peace 
in our families and in our world. 
 

 
MAY GOD CONTINUE TO BLESS YOU AND YOUR FAMI-
LIES AS YOU SUPPORT AND BLESS OTHERS BY YOUR 

GENEROSITY! 

BAMBINELLI SUNDAY 

December 17th is Bambinelli Sunday. There will 

be a blessing at all Masses this weekend of Baby 

Jesus figurines from your home Nativity set. Re-

member to bring your Infant Jesus to Mass this 

weekend. 

 

 

 

 

2023 “SIMBANG GABI/MISA DE GALLO 

December 19, 2023 

8:00 pm 

St. Michael’s Church 

More information will follow 

2023 CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturday, December 16 

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM 

 

Wednesday, December 20 

Communal Penance Service with Confession 

7:00 PM - 8:30 PM 

 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 

Sunday, December 24th 

7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 Noon 

Christmas Eve 

5:00 PM Family Liturgy 

8:00 PM Christmas Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day 

Monday, December 25th 

7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 Noon 

 

NEW YEAR MASSES 

Sunday, December 31st 

7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 Noon 

New Year’s Eve 

7:00 PM Vigil Mass & Prayer Service 

New Year’s Day 

Monday, January 1st 

9:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 Noon 
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Our sponsors pay for our parish bulletin. 
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the  app 
when you visit their establishments.
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