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THE FAMILY ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE (FAC)
Did you attend the Easter Egg Hunt this year? What about the
Feast of St. Michael? Are you interested in getting involved but
don’t know how? Ask FAC!
We are the members of the St. Michael’s Parish and School, who
strive to engage in both social and charitable events to spread
the mission of the Church. FAC started during the 2010-2011
school year when several families of the Parish and School
answered the call to assist Sister Virginia Wilkinson. The FAC
organized the School Supply Collection, Family Game Night, Movie Night, our Christmas Party
and much more. The founding members have since raised their children as they moved on to
high school and college. New members have been called to continue the spirit that Sister Virginia
started.
Our mission is to build a strong sense of community between our parish and school families. We
are working parents who want our children to grow in their relationship with Jesus. We want to
inspire them in becoming loving Catholic adults by showing them how to care for our community.
This school year we are continuing activities such as the Town Hall Nativity Lighting & Blessing
Ceremony with the Knights of Columbus, decorating for Christmas Mass with the Decorating
Committee, Movie Night in PJs, and Family Game Night. With the support from the entire Parish,
we plan to make the Feast of St. Michael Celebration an annual event. We are planning already
for the Easter Egg Hunt, a summer fishing trip, and so much more. But we can’t have these events
without you. Search your soul. Listen to your heart. Hear the call. We did!
Contact us if you have any
questions: Tina Spassione
(tinya123@yahoo.com) and
Christine Parmenter
(caparmenter23@gmail.com)

By Tina Spassione & Christine Parmenter
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OUR MINISTERS & MINISTRIES

CYO

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

This year’s CYO Teen Retreat will be
November 18-20 with the theme being “New
Day.” Please pray for our young people, that
they may grow closer to their faith and allow
their hearts to be filled with Jesus throughout
the weekend. Below is an anonymous palanca
letter written by one of our teens from last
year’s retreat. Palanca is another word for lever
or uplifting experience. During retreat, it is a
great way to share positive messages with
those we love through written expression.

We give thee thanks for your great bounty,
Oh Lord! We thank you for abundantly
blessing the Religious Education program this
year with 267 enrolled children: eight classes
on Sunday morning Grades 1 through 5 plus
three Sacrament Prep classes for those
children who had no prior religious
education, five classes on Monday afternoons
Grades 1 through 4, and six classes on
Tuesday evening for our middle schoolers
Grades 6-8. We thank you for our catechists,
substitute catechists, program coordinators
and classroom helpers! Amazing men,
women and teens who have answered the call
of the Holy Spirit to “show up” each week to
educate and enrich young minds and hearts
to know, love and serve the Lord. We thank
you that in combination with St. Michael's
School children, we will bring 100 children to
the Lord’s table for First Holy Communion this
spring. For all these blessings, we thank you,
Lord!

Palanca Letter

Dear Cristina, First off, I want to start by
saying thank you for keeping CYO alive.
It may not be the same as before, but what
matters is that it’s there for us to come back to
and make our own. CYO has always been my
safe place, and it’s where I and so many
others turn to whenever facing difficult times
in life. Thank you for keeping it that way. I’m
really looking forward to seeing what the rest
of the year holds, and bringing as many
people as possible to help grow our CYO
family. This year’s retreat has been nothing
but amazing and I hope you know how
impactful your efforts have been. May God
bless you, and I pray you have a great rest of
your retreat. Psalm 72:26 - “My flesh and my
heart may fail, but God is the strength of my
heart and my portion forever.”

By Anonymous
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A Thanksgiving Prayer

Advent: Come, Lord Jesus! In preparation for
Christmas, the Faith Formation group is
hosting a 2-part retreat on December 2 and 3.
On Friday evening, Fr. Albert Nzeh will lead
us in Adoration and Praise before the Blessed
Sacrament. The retreat continues Saturday
morning with silent Adoration, reflections by
our
guest
speaker
Monsignor
Paul
Bochicchio, group discussion and sharing.
We invite all to join us! See our bulletin for
further details.

GENERAL EDITOR

Msgr. Anselm Nwaorgu, Ph.D.

By Clare Andriola
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PRESENTS OR PRESENCE
In Advent and Christmas

Christian singer, David Meece begins his
Christian song "We Are the Reason" in this
way: “As little children we would dream of
Christmas morn, and all the gifts and toys we
know we find, but we never realized that a
baby born one blessed night gave us the
greatest gift of our lives.” The reception of
presents is an important part of Christmas;
however, do we consider an even more
important aspect of Advent and Christmas,
the presence of God - past, present, and
future? First, in Exodus 25:10-22 and Joshua
3:6, the ark of the Covenant was used to symbolize the presence of God. In Matthew 1:23,
our Lord and Savior Jesus is referred to
as Emmanuel-God with us. These are the
reflections of the presence of God in the past.
Second, presently, we encounter the presence of Jesus in a wonderful way under the
appearance of bread and wine in the sacrifice
of the Mass. Also, we experience our Lord’s
presence when He becomes close to us in our
continuous prayer life as in James 4:8-“Draw
near to God, and he will draw near to you”
and in 1 Thessalonians 5:17 – “Pray without
ceasing.” Last, in the future, we will experience the presence of Jesus when our bodies
leave our souls at our death- “we would rather
leave the body and go home to the Lord” in 2
Corinthians 5:8. If we have a deep trust in Him
and live in a Christ-like life, 1 Peter 1:8-9 eternal life with Christ will be a reality–
“Although you have not seen him you love
him, even though you do not see him yet
believe in Him, you rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy as you attain the goal of
your faith, the salvation of your souls.”
Where is our emphasis this Advent and
Christmas - presents or presence?

By Chuck Cababe

YOUNG ADULTS
God’s Children In A New World
Advent is a time of preparation for the
coming of our Savior. Just as Jesus prepares
to enter our home, we must not forget that we
prepare to enter new homes every day.
As a college student myself, I have watched
hundreds of teenagers prepare for something
very similar to what our church does during
the Advent season. I am speaking of the
journey to college. It is both a rewarding and
taxing experience. Will people want to be
friends with me? How am I going to study for
my exams? How will I pay my tuition? All of
these worries present themselves before you
even enter this new world.
In this Advent season, we all seem to panic in
preparation for something yet to come. For
many teenagers, our minds fear what we
don’t know. During my first semester at
college, I witnessed many incoming freshmen
struggle to find a place of acceptance. In a
new area, knowing few people can be
frightening. The way people talk, look, and
even think may differentiate from what we are
accustomed to. However, just as Jesus
entered a foreign world, he still found his
place in it.
The young people of this church must realize
that home is where you make it. A perfect
remedy for today’s youth is a devotion to their
faith. This is because even when we may think
we are alone, God’s graces are always
watching over us.

By Cristian Simms
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SAINTS & US TODAY
St. Andrew

Advent is a
beautiful liturgical
season
that prepares
our hearts for
the coming of
the
Christ
Child at Christmas.
Advent
also invites us
to build a closer relationship
with
Jesus
Christ as we await his second coming. One
of the saints who served as a model for
building a close relationship with Jesus was
St. Andrew the Apostle. The first saint to
“kick off” the Advent season is St. Andrew.
His
feast
is
celebrated
on

November 30th. St. Andrew was the very first
disciple called by Our Lord and the one who
convinced his brother, Simon Peter, to become
Jesus’ disciple. Andrew was a fisherman by
trade but after hearing the call of Jesus, he
committed his life to His teachings, left the fishing trade behind, and stayed with Jesus, building a strong, trusting relationship with Him as
His disciple.
Jesus invites us as his modern-day disciples to
have a close and loving relationship with Him.
What better time to do this then during the upcoming Advent Season.
St. Andrew, pray for us. Teach us the lessons of
prayer, holiness and repentance that will draw
us closer to Jesus during this Advent season and
throughout the year.

By Deacon Michael Alfano

