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On this 5th Sunday of 

Easter, year A, Peter tells 

us in the second reading (1 

Peter 2:4-9) that we “are 

living stones, approved by 

the Lord.” The question 

then is, whose approval do 

I seek in this life? Some are 

given into the temptation of seeking approval 

from themselves. The problem though is that 

self-approval is loaded with all kind of 

difficulties because it is ridden with the 

judgment of others. A majority of society is 

given to seeking approval from others. This, 

too, is highly suspect because tends to make 

us become others, a chameleon dancing to 

every color that is in our surrounding. People’s 

truth becomes our truth, and their lives-

approval becomes our life. If we deviate from 

any of these—their ways, their truth, and their 

beliefs—we lose their approval.  

When we focus on what others think of us, we 

run the risk of not becoming who God knows 

us to be and who God wants us to become. 

Focusing on what others think of us can box us 

into the corner of their judgment, only for us 

to, consciously or unconsciously, act and 

behave in ways that line up with their 

prejudice, we can easily begin to look down 

on ourselves, doubt our own abilities, and 

even end up living a life that we were not 

created to live. No wonder Scripture says, “It is 

dangerous to be concerned with what others 

think of you” (Proverb 29:25). Using the 

opinions of others as the measuring stick of our 

worth can be losing battle. It is difficult to 

please God if you are disgusted with the 

person looking back at you in a mirror.  

Life is best lived if we can live it based on who 

God thinks we are. We are not what others 

think we are; we are what God knows us to be. 

What God knows us to be is that we are wired 

with the ability and inner strength to do great 

things, to stand strong in the face of opposition, 

to call forth the David within us in the face of 

life-Goliaths, to go further than we can ever 

imagine, and to live a life beyond the 

boundaries that limit us.  

My friends, God thinks good thoughts about us 

and so let us, as well, think good thoughts 

about ourselves. Never look down on yourself, 

no matter where you come from, who you are, 

what your profession is, or whatever 

imperfections you may have. There is always 

someone who is looking up to you, God your 

creator. We know that beliefs are very 

powerful because they have power to create 

and power to destroy. So believe in yourself, 

trust in your worth, be full of expectations, and 

stand with St. Paul when he says, “I am who I 

am by the grace of God” and because you are 

who you are by the grace of God, other 

persons, also, are who they are by the grace of 

God, and so we should never look down on 

anyone because only God sits up that high to 

do so. Every morning, as you wake up in the 

morning, look at yourself in the mirror and 

reassure yourself that “you are a living stone, 

approved by God. Let t his thought guide your 

ways throughout your days in this life.  

Msgr. Anselm Nwaorgu 

M e s s a g e  F r o m  The Pastor’s Desk

Whose Approval Do you Seek 



 

 

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK ANNUAL APPEAL 
ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH 

 

2023 Base Goal:  $38,962 

2023 Stretch Goal: $46,240 

As of:    4/25/23 

Donor Pledge:   $46,700 

Donor  Received:  $35,519 

 

“Give and gifts will be given to you … 

the measure with which you measure will in turn be  

measured out to you.” Luke 6:38 
 

COLLECTION & SOS 
 

  NEEDED     ACTUAL     OVER/UNDER  

  WEEKLY  WEEKLY        

APRIL 

Week 1  $  7,079  $  8,889  $ 1,810   

Week 2 Easter $23,000  $27,649  $ 4,649  

Week 3  $ 7,079  $  7,239  $    160  

Week 4  $ 7,079  $  6,488  $    591 

Monthly SOS         $10,040   $11,305  $ 1,265 

 

Easter Flowers $  3,675  $  2,519  $1,156 

S t e w a r d s h i p  of Treasure 

My dear Church family, 

Our Church looked very beautiful on Easter 

Sunday and still does. If you wish to make 

monetary donations to cover the cost of the 

flowers and plants, please use electronic  

giving, Zelle (stmichaelunion@comcast.net) 

or the Easter Flowers donation envelope. 

Thank you for your continued support of our 

parish. 

 

Msgr. Anselm 

2023 UNION OF SAINTS & NATIONS 

(USAN) 

Different ways to remit a donation 

Submit a donation to your group facilitator.  

Mail donation to parish office using an enve-

lope marked USAN 2023.  

Drop off donations at the parish center or in 

any of the collection boxes in the Church 

Vestibule in an envelope marked “USAN 

2023”. Be sure to have your name, group 

name, or group number on the envelope.   

Use our church online giving in our website, 

www.stmichaelunion.org or Zelle to 

stmichaelunion@comcast.net and write 

USAN 2023 in the comment.  

All checks and money orders are to be made pay-

able to St. Michael’s Church, and write “USAN” 

and group name in the Memo. 

Duration of fundraiser:  

This year’s fundraiser will actively begin on May 

1, 2023, and officially end on July 31, 2023. You 

can continue to remit money through Sept 31, 

2023.  

For more information, please call the office at 

(908) 688-1232 or talk to any priests, Cynthia 

Grandeza , or a “Group Facilitator.”  

I urge all our parishioners to stand tall and stead-

fast and commit to this blessed effort. We can ac-

complish any goal if we do it together. The good 

news is that we can, and by the grace of God, we 

will. At this point, our motto is forward ever, back-

ward never.  

In the vestibule of the Church, you will see the 

Plaques for the past two years of our USAN Mission 

with the names of the various groups and their fa-

cilitators. We intend to create a history out of this 

venture because it is proving to be a life-wire for 

the survival of our parish. 

Please pray that the good Lord may grant success 

to the work of our hands.  

Msgr. Anselm Nwaorgu 

http://www.stmichaelunion.org
mailto:stmichaelunion@comcast.net


 

 

PRAYERS OF HEALING FOR 
Mary Ann Flynn, Lucille Arnaldo, Barbara Lombardi, Julia 

Asfalk, Roselle Roux, Amanda D’Amato, Jean Claude, Claubette 

Kallabeen, Stephen Czapla, Clarence Roberts, Harry Vendemia, 

David Randolph, Junia Perez, Virginia Hernandez, Doug 

Heinzer, William Grant, Cesar DeJesus,  Carmen Diaz Colon, 

Marian Orzechowski, George Leary, Grace Fortino, Brian 

Schmitt, Tom Ewing, Tony Zaliwski, Kathleen Kachelriess, 

Trudy Spinelli, Willa Jackson, John McEvoy, Dolores Rust, Lucy 

Nwauku, Mary Pubehara, Steven Yaccarino, Jacky 

Schellseheidt, Karen Marotta, Ken Lang, Judy Reid, Ana Torres, 

Rita Homiak, Stephen Berberabe, Norma Tuano, Marlene 

Cababe, Milan Durish, Maria Santiago, Marisol Morales, 

Angelina Amali, Jeff Pogorzelski, Virginia Attanasio, Mary 

Leeman, Marie Esposito, Jose M. DeJesus, Andre Graigwell, 

Nicole Pozeinick, Amy Dombroski, Samantha Lopes, Jacob & 

Jaxson Rivera, Harry Benbemia, Ken Lang, Valarie Carter, 

Willie Green, Shirley Dobard, Joyce Toth, Maria Ferrara, Coady 

Brown, Alex Pretto, Paulo Goncalves, Frances Machado, 

Antoinette Agriloo, James Scholz, Byron Belmonte 

NOVENA OF MASSES 
M a y  2 0 2 3  

Phil Matrale   Jose Arnaldo  

James Ford, Sr.   Rosemary Hunt 

Fritz Maddy   Jorge J. Criado 

Pierre & Rubinetti Familes Frank Rubinetti  

Mary & Idolo Russomano Artemia Tan 

Taisha Mathieu (Living)  Abe Maksom 

George Rinehart, Jr.  Craig Calix (Living) 

Louie Ozimek   Aurora Sandoval 

Frank Ozimek   Angelito Sandoval 

Tan Family   Cesar Castor 

Dan Labung (Living)  Romulo Garcia 

Sara Casa (Living)-Healing Luke Amores  

St. Rita Special Intentions  

Marie Jean Panis (Living)-Healing 

Jeff Pogorzelski (Living) - Healing 

George, Ruth & Barbara Rinehart 

Michelene & Joseph Kmetz    

Anamaria Araujo Pais (Living)  

Filipe Manuel Araujo Pais (Living) 

Grace Marie Araujo Cadenas (Living) 

Patsy Scalgione & Deceased Family Members 

Living & Deceased Members of the Orlando,  

 Landolfi, Siciliano & LaManna Families 

Manuel Pereira Araujo & Lucilia Sousa Araujo 

Living & Deceased Members of Furnari & Potignano  

 Families 

Living & Deceased Members of Santoriello Family 

Living & Deceased Members of Thomas J.  

 McEnroe, Sr. Family 

Living & Deceased Members of the Del Rosario &  

 Perez Families 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

SATURDAY  May 6 
5:30 pm  Emma Remondelli 
  Guillermo Mosquera (3rd Ann.) 
 
SUNDAY  May 7  
7:30 am Manuel De Oliveiro 
  Sarama John 
9:00 am Eva Kosar 
10:30 am For the Parishioners 
  Regina N. Mendoza (Living)-Thanksgiving 
12:00 noon Chole Maya Joseph (Living)-Birthday 
  Anaehe Souffant (Living)-Birthday 
  Dr. Tiffany Nwako (Living)-Thanksgiving 
 
MONDAY   May 8 
8:30 am Novena of Masses 
12:00 noon Walter McMahon 
 
TUESDAY  May 9 
8:30 am Roger Boetsch 
12:00 noon Joseph & Beverly McEnroe 
 
WEDNESDAY  May 10 
8:30 am Lucia DeMonte 
  Donald Jerome Silvey 
12:00 noon John Mazzuca 
  Michael Mazzuca 
 
THURSDAY  May 11 
8:30 am For the Parishioners 
12:00 noon Novena of Masses 
 
FRIDAY  May 12 
8:30 am Jina & George Sisnero 
12:00 noon For the Parishioners 
  

SATURDAY  May 13 
8:30 am Guillermo Onday 
  Tito Santome Jr. 
5:30 pm Frank Manco 
  Eugene Fabio, Sr. & Eugene Fabio, Jr. 
  Antonio De Pinho Landeira 
  Conceicao Rodrigues Landeria 
 
SUNDAY  May 14 
7:30 am Lucille Arnaldo (Living) 
  Sean Cooper (Living) 
9:00 am Espana Family (Living)-Thanksgiving 
  Guylda Carre 
10:30 am Jerry Crincoli 
  Dorothy Marchitello 
12:00 noon Rosa Mugavero 
  Gracia Ruisi 
  Thomas Ifedioramma Nnoli 
               

ALTAR OFFERINGS 

The Altar Bread and Altar Wine are offered for Frank Manco, 

requested by Leonardis & Manco Families. 

The Sanctuary Lamp is offered for Lucy Scalgione Family & 

Friends 

DECEASED RELATIVES AND FRIENDS 
Please remember in your prayers our parish, friends and family 

members who have passed on to the Lord, that they may in-

herit the promise of everlasting life in heaven.  Especially 

Members of St. Michael’s Parish. 

M a s s  I n t e n t i o n s  & Novenas



 

 

Prayer to ST. MICHAEL
St.  Michael the Archangel, defend us 

in battle. Be our defense against the 

wickedness and snares of the 

devil.  May God rebuke  him, we 

humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of 

the heavenly hosts, by the power of 

God, cast into hell Satan, and all the 

evil spirits, who prowl about the world 

seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.  

HANDS OF GRACE MINISTRY (HUGS)  
 

HUGS Ministry distributes GRACE Bags once a month 

throughout the year. We are presently helping  

39 families.  

 

Please continue to help us  

replenish our inventory.  

Contact Bisi (908) 247-4461 or Tania (908) 420- 8659 

for more information on how you can help. 

CYO YOUTH MINISTRY 
There will be no general body CYO meeting this week. 
We will instead be having our Confirmation Practice 
from 7:00p-8:00pm this Tuesday, May 9th in the church. 
All confirmation candidates and their sponsors or 
another adult are required to attend.  

CHARISMATIC RENEWAL  

PRAYER GROUP 
 

COME AND EXPERIENCE THE POWER 

OF THE   HOLY SPIRIT PERSONALLY 

WITH ST. MICHAEL'S PARISH  

Catholic Charismatic Renewal Prayer Group 

 

DAY: Wednesday        TIME: 6 PM-7:30 PM 

VENUE: Murphy Room, Phil Matrale Hall (LC) 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 

As Religious Education classes conclude for the year, we 

would like to recognize the following individuals for their 

dedication in sharing their faith with the children of our 

Parish: 

Grade 1:  Suzette Cavadas (Assistant Samantha Bongat), 
Dina Connelly (Assistant Abigail Sheridan), Novie Narvaez 
(Assistant Amelia Rabanal), Theresa Serrant-John (Assistant 
Ana Ruiz) 

Grade 2:  Clare Andriola (Assistant Nichole Silverio), Edna 
Dossantos, Aida Mendez-Boud, Lisa Perez  

Grade 3:  Tania Massicot, Margaret Sasieta 

Grade 4:  Reuben Vibar (Assistant Janet Gawel) 

Grade 5:  Fernanda Manochio, David Vargas 

Grade 6:  Kim Herbert, Lolita Maksom 

Grade 7:  Yonette Gawel, Okezie Ukaegbu 

Grade 8:  Danielle Laube, Lea Sheridan 

Sacrament Preparation:  Helena Araujo (Assistant Grace 
Cadenas), Marie Crespo (Assistant Ryu Javate), Jovel 
Golingan (Assistant Kelly Pham) 

Substitute Catechists: Maria Edmond, Donna Faraone, 
Adaeze Ihuoma, Patricia Milone, Ana Miranda 

Sunday Coordinators: Leon & Marivic Enriquez 

Home-Based:  Lois Scanio 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word:  Christina Dziedzic, 

Terry Dziedzic, Danielle Laube, Patricia Milone, Maria 

Valera 

We are so grateful to these men and women who were, to 

quote Monsignor Anselm, “persistent, consistent and 

unyielding” in answering God's call to teach our young 

people about God's love and our faith through our Religious 

Education Program.  If you would like to join this amazing 

group of volunteers, please contact the Religious Education 

Office for more information. 

NOTE: Registration for 2023/2024 Religious Education 

classes will be available in early June.  Currently registered 

families will receive an email reminder to register. 

The Religious Education Office is open Monday through 

Thursday 9:30AM to 2:30PM (except holidays) or by 

appointment. We are located in the Parish Center at 1211 

Orange Avenue. You can also contact us by phone 908-964-

0965 at any time and leave a message or via email at 

smccd@comcast.net.  

M i n i s t r y  Happenings

WELLNESS MINISTRY

(FREE) DANCE/EXERCISE Class 
For the Family 

             
Saturdays 9:30—10:30 am Phil Matrale Hall (LC) 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY  

Consider joining the Eucharistic Ministry, it is a 

rewarding experience, bringing  Christ to others at mass 

and those who are unable to attend mass. At this time 

our parish is in need for new candidates for the 

Eucharistic Ministry.   

At this time we are in need of men and women 18 years 

and older to volunteer to the Ministry of the Eucharist. 

We presently have openings for all masses. If you are 

interested in becoming an Extraordinary Minister of Holy 

Communion, please contact Joann Pastewski at 908-688

-8844 or email jpastewski@aol.com 

mailto:smccd@comcast.net


 

 

 A n n o u n c e m e n t s  

STAY INFORMED ABOUT ST. MICHAEL’S 
 

If you have not been receiving emails from the 

church via Evangelus please visit eva.us/

stmichaels to sign up and stay informed about 

current happenings in church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trip to Sight & Sound to see Moses, 
Tuesday, July 18, 2023. Bus will be at 
the parking lot at 7:15 am for departure 
at 7:30 am sharp. 
Cost: $150 per person, which includes 
breakfast snack, 11:00 am show, lunch at 
2:30 pm at Miller’s Smorgasbord and Gift 
Shop. We will depart for home at 4:30 
pm. 
If interested, please call the Parish Center 
at (908) 688-1232, ext. 100. 

COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP SUNDAYS 

Our debut Coffee & Fellowship 

Sunday was such a success! 

Thank you to all members of 

Social Committee, volunteers 

and our generous donors. 

Our next fellowship, after the 

masses will be on Sunday, May 21, 2023. 

ST. MICHAEL’S COLLECTIONS 

Below is an explanation of some of the different  

St. Michael’s Collections: 

 

S.O.S. Collection - This is a monthly “restricted” 

collection dedicated to paying our utility bills. Restricted 

collections are not assessed by the Archdiocese of 

Newark and therefore all funds are used solely by St. 

Michael’s to pay our bills. S.O.S. collections are 

appreciated at all times. 

 

Tithing - This is a monthly “restricted” collection dedicated 

to paying for the new air conditioner. Restricted 

collections are not assessed by the Archdiocese and 

therefore all funds are used solely for St. Michael’s 

needs. Tithing collections are appreciated at all times. 

 

Assessment Collection - The Archdiocese of Newark 

assesses all parishes in the Archdiocese, and a percentage 

of the parish’s annual unrestricted revenue, is paid 

monthly.  This assessment is used by the Archdiocese to 

support administrative services.  St. Michael’s has instituted 

a monthly “restricted” collection that is used solely for 

paying our monthly assessment.   

All Assessment Collection funds are sent directly to 

Archdiocese of Newark, monthly, to pay our 

Assessment Obligation. No funds are used for St. 

Michael’s needs. 

 

National Collections - the Archdiocese of Newark has 

ten collections during the year to benefit various 

organizations such as the retired priest’s fund, the church 

in Eastern Europe, the religious retirement fund, and 

mission appeals.  Money from the national collections 

go directly to the Archdiocese of Newark. 

 

St. Vincent De Paul Collection – money donated to St. 

Vincent De Paul is distributed prior to Thanksgiving and 

prior to Easter to local foodbanks, soup kitchens and social 

centers that provide food and shelter for those in need. 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity and 

support to our Parish! 

 

 

Congratulations to Fr. Camilo Lopez “Fr. 

Miles” as he celebrates his 30th Anniversary 

as a priest! 

Congratulations to Fr. Charles McDermott 

“Fr. Chuck” as he celebrates his 50th          

Anniversary in the priesthood! 

Thank you for your service to St. Michael’s 

Church and parish. 
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1415 STUYVESANT AVE., UNION, NJ

THE MOST TRUSTED NAME IN TRANSMISSIONS SINCE 1947 CONTRACT & RETAIL SPECIALISTS
Carpet • Tile • Ceramic • Sheet Vinyl

Wood • Window Treatments

t  908.686.6333 f   908.687.9435 e   sales@hannonfl oor.com
1119 Springfi eld Road, Union, New Jersey 07083

www.hannonfl oors.com

90th Anniversary 1928 - 2018

M C  F  HM C  F  H
1500 Morris Avenue • Union, NJ 07083  908-686-4700908-686-4700

Jennifer TanisJennifer Tanis
Funeral Director
NJ Lic. No. 4894

Edward J. Shaff ery, Jr. 
Manager

NJ Lic. No. 3315

Matthew V. Marini
Advance Planning Director

NJ Lic. No. 5114

Ronald T. Principe, Jr.
Funeral Director
NJ Lic. No. 4841

O U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
Sponsors can off er 

promotions, discounts 
and/or up-to-date contact 

information to the 
ENTIRE community

ANYONE in the community, 
not only Parishioners, can 

access realtime off ers 
from their favorite sponsors

 to save, share & support

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 
   info@mallorysarmy.org

   It’s easy to join our mailing 
list! Just send your email 
address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY to 
22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

Now is a great time to call and Ռ nd out how you can suppoԭ  
St. Michael and grow your business at the same time!

Contact Ed Ward at 908-347-6485 or 1.800.333.3166 ext. 180
or email eward@jppc.net

JpARE YOU CONSIDERING PLACING AN ADVERTISEMENT IN THE ARE YOU CONSIDERING PLACING AN ADVERTISEMENT IN THE 
ST. MICHAEL WEEKLY BULLETIN?ST. MICHAEL WEEKLY BULLETIN?

Your Host: George Thomas

325 Chestnut Street
Five Points, Union NJ 07083

Tel: (908) 686-2683
Fax: (908) 688-2376

www.gallopinghillcaterers.com
gallopinghill@comcast.net

Galloping Hill Caterers

Kunjal K. Modi, MD
727 Galloping Hill Road

Union 
908-558-1717

www.palisadeeye.com

Służymy Polonii oferując szeroki zakres usług fi nansowych: konta oszczędnościowe 
i czekowe, karty kredytowe i debetowe VISA®, kredyty hipoteczne, pożyczki 
personalne oraz pełny serwis bankowości Internetowej i mobilnej. Dla 
przedsiębiorców oferujemy kredyty biznesowe i konta bez opłat. Otwórz konto 
przez internet na stronie www.NaszaUnia.com lub odwiedź nasz oddział w 
Union (667 Chestnut St.,  Union, NJ 07083, tel. 908.688.6596).

1.855.PSFCU.4U           www.NaszaUnia.com

UNIA KREDYTOWA TO WIĘCEJ NIŻ BANK!

112,000
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908-687-7002908-687-7002

Locations in: Newark, North PLainfield, Locations in: Newark, North PLainfield, 

Elizabeth, Union City and EdisonElizabeth, Union City and Edison

I Do’s Start Here...
In Business Since 1890  Custom Design, 14K, 18K, Platinum
NJ’s Largest Buyer of   GIA Certifi ed Diamonds 
Diamond & Estate Jewelry  Below Wholesale Prices

Repast Luncheons • Communions • Baptisms
Come In For Our Lunch & Dinner Specials

929 Stuyvesant Ave.
Union, NJ 07083

908-964-3300 • Fax: 908-687-8015
www.cioffi  sfood.com

Italian Restaurant

$250.00
OFF

the installation of any 
new stairlift with this ad!

-  StairLifts and
 Ramps
-  Home Evevator
-  Bathroom
 Modifi cations
-  Grab/Safety Bars
-  FREE In-Home
 Safety Inspections
-  Rent/Purchase Plans

973-607-3211
Chatham NJ 07945

www.aipmobilityplus.com

Stay Home, Stay Safe!Stay Home, Stay Safe!

1307 Stuyvesant - Union, NJ 07083

Maria Concepcion Edmond
Sales Associate

Friendly - Patient - Caring
908-591-1170 cell            908-687-4800 offi ce

medmond@weichert.com

Family owned & operated since 1934, where compassionate service is a tradition

www.Galantefh.com

Call or stop by anytime to ask questions
about funerals, funeral planning

& cremation within the means of everyone

2800 Morris Avenue
Union, NJ • 908-687-2110

Victor J. Galante, Mgr. NJ Lic. No. 3318

Large On-Site Hospitality
Room Available

A HERO WALKED HERE.
The story and aftermath of a Saint Michaels 
School graduate, a 21-year-old Rutgers 
University Student and volunteer Fire 
Fighter and his line of duty death while 
trying to save a woman from her burning 
home. Available at www.Lulu.com
search “A hero walked here”. Proceeds to go 
to the  Firefi ghters Foundation.

IN REMEMBRANCE OF SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHATSMYNAME BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK

Suspensions | Exhausts
Brakes | Front End Work | AC & Heat 

Dealer Maintenance Schedule
Tires | Alignments | Oil Changes 

Engine & Transmissions Work
NJ State Inspections

415 Chestnut St., Union, NJ 07083 415 Chestnut St., Union, NJ 07083 | 908-964-7155 908-964-7155

w w w.Legac yM echanics.comw w w.Legac yMechanics.com

UNION DERMATOLOGY
& SKIN CANCER CENTER

Dermatology and Mohs Surgery

Santiago A. Centurion, M.D., Director
MOHS Surgeon

Bhakti Kanani, P.A.-C
Dermatology

Allein Howard, P.A.-C
Dermatology

                           440 Chestnut Street
1ST Floor, Suite 101
Union, NJ 07083

www.dermatologyassociatesnj.com

Ph: 908-623-3539
Old Bridge Office:
732-679-6300
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