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One of the main actors in 

this Sunday’s gospel (John 

20:19-31) is the apostle 

Thomas, the man we have 

come to know as 

Doubting Thomas, 

because he said, “Unless I 

see the mark of the nails in his hands, and 

put my finger in the mark of the nails and my 

hand in his side, I will not believe.” What is 

not frequently appreciated, though, is that 

Doubting Thomas is also Confessing Thomas, 

“My Lord and my God!” Confessing Thomas 

became the apostle who brought the gospel 

of Jesus Christ to the people of India and 

died a martyr, after he was run through with 

five spears by five soldiers. That doesn’t 

sound like the story of a doubter, does it? He 

only started off his resurrection journey as a 

doubter but the end story revealed to us how 

much this man had come to embrace the 

resurrection as a real life-changing event. He 

had grown, changed, and named a new 

relationship with Christ; a new way of seeing 

life, and a new way of living it.  

Doubting Thomas, therefore, was only a 

starting place for this saint and it was in this 

place that Christ met him. My friends, we all 

have our starting places, the facts of our lives 

today, the circumstances that surround us at 

this moment. It could be deep regrets, 

loneliness, sorrow, loss, illness, old age, 

disability, uncertainty, overwhelming 

darkness, disappointment, betrayal, you 

name it. It could also be joy, celebration, 

gratitude, etc. The point is that we all have a 

starting place, the room with locked doors 

and that is the place where our resurrection 

journey starts; the room where Christ shows 

up on this today, breathing peace, hope, and 

courage unto us and saying, receive the 

power of the Holy Spirit; the strength to 

unlock the locked doors and step out into the 

freshness of a new beginning.  

Remember that the locked doors did not 

prevent Christ from entering into the room 

where the apostles were hiding, filled with 

fear and disappointment. It is the same with 

us. Our resurrection journey begins with 

recognizing Christ as He enters into our 

places of darkness and with willingness, 

allow him to take us and walk us out of our 

encasement. Will you welcome him?  Will 

you trust him?  Remember, Jesus may come 

to you when you least expect it and where 

you least expect Him, even in the most secret 

depths of your soul. He often startles us, as 

he did to the disciples, who were inside 

locked rooms, and one week later, Thomas.   

My friends, our resurrection journey should 

be a journey to freedom. So let us extend to 

Christ the chains of fear, anger, wrath, 

addiction, unforgiving spirit, and evil 

tendencies that hold us, and he will break 

them by the power of his resurrection. 

 

Msgr. Anselm Nwaorgu 

M e s s a g e  F r o m  The Pastor’s Desk

My Resurrection Journey 



 

 

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK ANNUAL APPEAL 

ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH 

 

2023 Base Goal:  $38,962 

2023 Stretch Goal: $46,240 

As of:    4/9/23 

Donor Pledge:   $40,525 

Donor  Received:  $31,394 

 

My dear Church family,  

 

We need to be among the Churches whose names 

have been published as having met their goal 

because we are faith giants. 

Msgr. Anselm 
 

How to Make a Gift to the  
Annual Appeal 

 
Make a Gift Online. 1. Visit rcan.org/sharing. 
You can either make a one-time gift or a monthly 
gift. You are encouraged to fulfill your pledge on 
or before June 30, 2023.  
Don’t forget to select our parish name! You can 
restrict your gift to a specific area of support. 5. 
For questions regarding online giving, please call 
(973) 497-4589. 
 
Fill out an Envelope: Pick up an in-pew 
envelope at the back of the Church and Complete 
all the necessary information. Drop the envelope 
at the parish center, offertory box, or mail it in. 
 
Fill out a Pledge Card: Fill out the pledge card 
you received in the mail and put it in the enclosed 
return envelope. For questions please call (973) 
497-4129. 

“Give and gifts will be given to you … 

the measure with which you measure will in turn be  

measured out to you.” Luke 6:38 
 

COLLECTION & SOS 

 

  NEEDED     ACTUAL     OVER/UNDER  

  WEEKLY  WEEKLY        

APRIL 

Week 1                  $ 7,079  $  8,889  $ 1,810   

Week 2                  $ 7,079  $  2,487  $ 4,592  

Week 3  $ 7,079  $    $  

Week 4  $ 7,079  $    $ 

Monthly SOS         $10,040   $  9.696  $    344 

 

Easter Collection   $23,000  $19,165 

Easter Flowers $  3,300  $  2,362 

Holy Thursday   $  1,138 

S t e w a r d s h i p  of Treasure 

Worship Office Archdiocese of Newark  

Post-Pandemic Liturgy Directive  

 Recovering the Full Celebration of the Liturgy 

  

The Archdiocese has issued post-pandemic liturgical 

directives in order to foster a renewed fullness in liturgical 

celebrations.  

• Beginning as early as the Evening Mass of the Lord’s 

Supper on Holy Thursday, April 6, 2023, but no later 

than Pentecost Sunday, May 28, 2023, all pandemic 

reductions and accommodations are abrogated. The 

liturgy thenceforth is to be celebrated in the fullness 

demanded by its very nature, fostering the full 

participation of the faithful. 

We are already in compliance with most of the directives 

in this document. Below are the ones we need to pay  

attention to. 

• While live streaming and broadcasting liturgies is a 

valuable resource for those who are unable to attend 

because of sickness or major health concerns, it does 

not satisfy the obligation to participate in Mass for 

those who able to go to Church and have no serious 

health concern and issues.  

• Every effort is to be made to ensure that, “the faithful, 

just as the Priest himself is bound to do, should  

receive the Body of Christ from hosts consecrated at 

the same Mass  a nd…partake of  the 

chalice…”  (Communion will henceforth be offered 

under both species to give our parishioners the 

option of receiving both) 

• “The consecrated host may be received either on the 

tongue or in the hand, at the discretion of each 

communicant” 

So, beginning from the Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

on Holy Thursday, April 6, 2023, Holy Communion will be 

offered in both species as was customary before the 

pandemic. Although there is no obligation to receive in 

both species, I do encourage our parishioners to avail 

themselves of this fullest way of participating in the Mass 

as a Sacrifice of the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, broken 

and poured out for our salvation.  

I am grateful to God that the Church has returned to full 

normality.  

Msgr. Anselm 



 

 

PRAYERS OF HEALING FOR 

Mary Ann Flynn, Lucille Arnaldo, Barbara Lombardi, Julia 

Asfalk, Roselle Roux, Amanda D’Amato, Jean Claude, 

Claubette Kallabeen, Stephen Czapla, Clarence Roberts, 

Harry Vendemia, David Randolph, Junia Perez, Virginia 

Hernandez, Doug Heinzer, William Grant, Cesar DeJesus,  

Carmen Diaz Colon, Marian Orzechowski, George Leary, 

Grace Fortino, Brian Schmitt, Tom Ewing, Tony Zaliwski, 

Kathleen Kachelriess, Trudy Spinelli, Willa Jackson, John 

McEvoy, Dolores Rust, Lucy Nwauku, Mary Pubehara, 

Steven Yaccarino, Jacky Schellseheidt, Karen Marotta, Ken 

Lang, Judy Reid, Ana Torres, Rita Homiak, Stephen 

Berberabe, Norma Tuano, Marlene Cababe, Milan Durish, 

Maria Santiago, Marisol Morales, Angelina Amali, Jeff 

Pogorzelski, Virginia Attanasio, Mary Leeman, Marie 

Esposito, Jose M. DeJesus, Andre Graigwell, Nicole 

Pozeinick, Amy Dombroski, Samantha Lopes, Jacob & 

Jaxson Rivera, Harry Benbemia, Ken Lang, Valarie Carter, 

Willie Green, Shirley Dobard, Joyce Toth, Maria Ferrara, 

Coady Brown, Alex Pretto, Paulo Goncalves, Frances 

Machado, Antoinette Agriloo, James Scholz, Byron 

Belmonte 

NOVENA OF MASSES 

APRIL 2023 

Phil Matrale   Jose Arnaldo  

James Ford, Sr.   Rosemary Hunt 

Fritz Maddy   Jorge J. Criado 

Pierre & Rubinetti Familes Frank Rubinetti  

Mary & Idolo Russomano Artemia Tan 

Tess Boac (Living)-healing Abe Maksom 

George Rinehart, Jr.  Craig Calix (Living) 

Louie Ozimek   Aurora Sandoval 

Frank Ozimek   Angelito Sandoval 

Stanley Skoczylas (Living) 

Jeff Pogorzelski (Living) - Healing 

Isabella Esmores (Living)-Healing    

Anamaria Araujo Pais (Living)  

Filipe Manuel Araujo Pais (Living) 

Grace Marie Araujo Cadenas (Living) 

Joseph Pfleger (Living)-healing 

Patsy Scalgione & Deceased Family Members 

Living & Deceased Members of the Orlando,  

 Landolfi, Siciliano & LaManna Families 

Living & Deceased Members of Czapla, Leniart &  

 McMahon Families 

Manuel Pereira Araujo & Lucilia Sousa Araujo 

Living & Deceased Members of Furnari & Potignano  

 Families 

Living & Deceased Members of Santoriello Family 

Living & Deceased Members of Thomas J.  

 McEnroe, Sr. Family 

Living & Deceased Members of the Del Rosario &  

 Perez Families 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

SATURDAY  April 15 
5:30 pm  Joseph McEnroe 
  Dominique Joseph (Living)-Birthday 
  Emana Dent (Living)-Birthday 
 
SUNDAY  April 16  
7:30 am Lorvana Prophete  
9:00 am Carmen Ezpeleta (Living)-Thanksgiving 
  Raphael Espana (Living)-Thanksgiving 
10:30 am Matthew Anna May Holloran 
  Taisha Mathiew (Living)-Thanksgiving 
12:00 noon Sefia Tutors Students (Living) 
  For the Parishioners 
 

MONDAY   April 17 
8:30 am Novena of Masses 
  Suneyrix Maritt Garcia (Living)-Birthday 
12:00 noon Cyril Nwako (Living) 
   
 

TUESDAY  April 18 
8:30 am Linda Coneja 
12:00 noon John Mazzuca 
  Michael Mazzuca 
 

WEDNESDAY  April 19 
8:30 am Kathrynne Jugara (Living)-Thanksgiving 
  Craig Calix (Living) 
12:00 noon Anna Stachowicz 
 
THURSDAY  April 20 
8:30 am Don Labung (Living) 
12:00 noon George Rinehart 

 

FRIDAY  April 21 
8:30 am Teresita Coullahan 
12:00 noon Novena of Masses 
  Isabel & Richard Thong 

 
   

SATURDAY  April 22 
8:30 am Lourdes Ozimek (Living) 
  Gylda & Charles Carre 
5:30 pm Leonel Silva 
  Mary Ann Canavan 
  Reynaldo Ticzon 

  

SUNDAY  April 23  
7:30 am For the Parishioners  
9:00 am Donna Horning 
10:30 am Parmley & Kirk Family (Living)-Protection 
  Sofia Espana (Living)-Thanksgiving 
12:00 noon Vane Kadiri (Living)-Thanksgiving 
  Alejandro T. Cruz 
   
             

ALTAR OFFERINGS 

The Altar Bread, Altar Wine & Sanctuary Lamp are offered 

for St. Michael’s Parishioners. 

The Paschal Candle is donated by Ed & Katherine Izbicki, in 

memory of Walter & Ruth Reinhard and Edward & Carol  

Izbicki. 

M a s s  I n t e n t i o n s  & Novenas



 

 

Prayer to ST. MICHAEL

St.  Michael the Archangel, defend us in 

battle. Be our defense against the 

wickedness and snares of the 

devil.  May God rebuke  him, we humbly 

pray; and do thou, O Prince of the 

heavenly hosts, by the power of God, 

cast into hell Satan, and all the evil 

spirits, who prowl about the world 

seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.  

HANDS OF GRACE MINISTRY (HUGS)  

 

HUGS Ministry distributes GRACE Bags once a month 

throughout the year. We are presently helping  

39 families.  
 

Please continue to help us  

replenish our inventory.  

Contact Bisi (908) 247-4461 or Tania (908) 420- 

8659 for more information on how you can help. 

CYO YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

CYO will resume on Tuesday, April 18th in the Phil 
Matrale Hall from 7:00pm-8:30pm where we will 
be having our annual Cupcake/Coffee House 
Showcase. All CYO members are encouraged to 
share their talents with the group. Baked goods 
and soft drinks will be sold separately.   

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 

Coordinator of Religious Education 
 Clare Andriola 

 
 

Coordinator of Home-Based Religious Education  
Lois Scanio 

 

The Religious Education Office is open Monday through 

Thursday 9:30AM to 2:30PM (except holidays) or by 

appointment. We are located in the Parish Center at 

1211 Orange Avenue. You can also contact us by phone 

908-964-0965 at any time and leave a message or via 

email at smccd@comcast.net.   

The First Communion Candidates attended the 

Communion Bread Retreat on Saturday, April 1 in Phil 

Matrale Hall.  The families viewed a short video on how 

Communion bread is made and participated in six 

Activity Stations which were led by our CYO Teen 

Volunteers. We extend our sincere thanks to them for a 

wonderful job! 

Table 1 (Baptism) –Nichole Silverio & Tiago Silva 

Table 2 (Easter Bread) – Gabe Spassione 

Table 3 (Mass Petitions) – David Vukaj 

Table 4 (Rosary) – Ryu Javate & David Punzalan 

Table 5 (First Communion Banner) –  

  Aeryn Perez & Angelina Holandez 

Table 6 (Butterfly) – Grace Cadenas 

 

Thank you, also, to our adult volunteers: Lois Scanio 

(Home-Based); Cristina Manochio (Youth Minister); 

Jovel Golingan (Catechist SP2) and Lisa Perez (Catechist 

Gr2). Last but not least, a special thank you to Tiago 

Rodrigues who set up our tables. 

 

Our First Communion Masses are scheduled as follows: 

* Saturday, April 29 – 5:30PM Mass 

* Sunday, April 30 – 10:30AM Mass 

* Sunday, May 7 – 9AM Mass & 12PM Mass 

M i n i s t r y  Happenings

WELLNESS MINISTRY

(FREE) DANCE/EXERCISE Class 
For the Family 

             
Saturdays 9:30—10:30 am Phil Matrale Hall (LC) 

MENTAL HEALTH MINISTRY  

 

We posted an announcement at end of summer 2022 to 

introduce Mental Health Ministry to St. Michael’s 

Church. Further to the announcement we hosted an 

evening in December called “Blue Christmas” to support 

mental well-being over the holiday period with the com-

mencement of the support group service scheduled to 

arrive in early 2023. 

While we are keen to commence with Mental Health 

Ministry, we are currently waiting for the Archdiocese of 

Newark to give the go-ahead before we announce a 

start date for the group service. We will update you with 

a further announcement in due course. 

 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY  

Consider joining the Eucharistic Ministry, it is a 

rewarding experience, bringing  Christ to others at mass 

and those who are unable to attend mass. At this time 

our parish is in need for new candidates for the 

Eucharistic Ministry.   

At this time we are in need of men and women 18 years 

and older to volunteer to the Ministry of the Eucharist. 

We presently have openings for all masses. If you are 

interested in becoming an Extraordinary Minister of Holy 

Communion, please contact Joann Pastewski at 908-688

-8844 or email jpastewski@aol.com 

mailto:smccd@comcast.net


 

 

 A n n o u n c e m e n t s  

STAY INFORMED ABOUT ST. MICHAEL’S 

 

If you have not been receiving emails from the 

church via Evangelus please visit eva.us/

stmichaels to sign up and stay informed about 

current happenings in church. 

 

DIVINE MERCY 

The Feast of Divine Mercy 

will be celebrated at  

St. Michael’s on Sunday, April 

16th at 3:00 pm in church. All 

are invited to attend.  

COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP SUNDAYS 

e are excited to announce 

and invite all of you to our first 

monthly coffee and fellowship 

Sunday which will be on April 

16, 2023 after all the Masses at 

the Phil Matrale Hall (LC). Coffee 

and pastries will be served. 

We hope you can all join us as this will be an ideal 

opportunity to meet and greet fellow parishioners 

and friends as we share our faith and offer support 

in our spiritual journey. 

Volunteers are needed to set-up, clean-up, greet 

people and serve food and beverages. For more 

information, please call the Parish Office (908) 

688-1232. 

Our next coffee fellowship will be on May 20, 

2023. 

HOLY WEEK/EASTER 

Walking Stations—Live and Livestreamed 

Easter Egg Hunt 

CYO Living Stations 
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908-687-0300 
Bob or Jerry

1415 STUYVESANT AVE., UNION, NJ

THE MOST TRUSTED NAME IN TRANSMISSIONS SINCE 1947 CONTRACT & RETAIL SPECIALISTS
Carpet • Tile • Ceramic • Sheet Vinyl

Wood • Window Treatments

t  908.686.6333 f   908.687.9435 e   sales@hannonfl oor.com
1119 Springfi eld Road, Union, New Jersey 07083

www.hannonfl oors.com

90th Anniversary 1928 - 2018

M C  F  HM C  F  H
1500 Morris Avenue • Union, NJ 07083  908-686-4700908-686-4700

Jennifer TanisJennifer Tanis
Funeral Director
NJ Lic. No. 4894

Edward J. Shaff ery, Jr. 
Manager

NJ Lic. No. 3315

Matthew V. Marini
Advance Planning Director

NJ Lic. No. 5114

Ronald T. Principe, Jr.
Funeral Director
NJ Lic. No. 4841

O U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
Sponsors can off er 

promotions, discounts 
and/or up-to-date contact 

information to the 
ENTIRE community

ANYONE in the community, 
not only Parishioners, can 

access realtime off ers 
from their favorite sponsors

 to save, share & support

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 
   info@mallorysarmy.org

   It’s easy to join our mailing 
list! Just send your email 
address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY to 
22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

Now is a great time to call and  nd out how you can suppo   
St. Michael and grow your business at the same time!

Contact Ed Ward at 908-347-6485 or 1.800.333.3166 ext. 180
or email eward@jppc.net

JpARE YOU CONSIDERING PLACING AN ADVERTISEMENT IN THE ARE YOU CONSIDERING PLACING AN ADVERTISEMENT IN THE 
ST. MICHAEL WEEKLY BULLETIN?ST. MICHAEL WEEKLY BULLETIN?

Your Host: George Thomas

325 Chestnut Street
Five Points, Union NJ 07083

Tel: (908) 686-2683
Fax: (908) 688-2376

www.gallopinghillcaterers.com
gallopinghill@comcast.net

Galloping Hill Caterers

Kunjal K. Modi, MD
727 Galloping Hill Road

Union 
908-558-1717

www.palisadeeye.com

Służymy Polonii oferując szeroki zakres usług fi nansowych: konta oszczędnościowe 
i czekowe, karty kredytowe i debetowe VISA®, kredyty hipoteczne, pożyczki 
personalne oraz pełny serwis bankowości Internetowej i mobilnej. Dla 
przedsiębiorców oferujemy kredyty biznesowe i konta bez opłat. Otwórz konto 
przez internet na stronie www.NaszaUnia.com lub odwiedź nasz oddział w 
Union (667 Chestnut St.,  Union, NJ 07083, tel. 908.688.6596).

1.855.PSFCU.4U           www.NaszaUnia.com

UNIA KREDYTOWA TO WIĘCEJ NIŻ BANK!

112,000
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1000 Stuyvesant Avenue • Union, NJ1000 Stuyvesant Avenue • Union, NJ

908-687-7002908-687-7002

Locations in: Newark, North PLainfield, Locations in: Newark, North PLainfield, 

Elizabeth, Union City and EdisonElizabeth, Union City and Edison

I Do’s Start Here...
In Business Since 1890  Custom Design, 14K, 18K, Platinum
NJ’s Largest Buyer of   GIA Certifi ed Diamonds 
Diamond & Estate Jewelry  Below Wholesale Prices

Repast Luncheons • Communions • Baptisms
Come In For Our Lunch & Dinner Specials

929 Stuyvesant Ave.
Union, NJ 07083

908-964-3300 • Fax: 908-687-8015
www.cioffi  sfood.com

Italian Restaurant

$250.00
OFF

the installation of any 
new stairlift with this ad!

-  StairLifts and
 Ramps
-  Home Evevator
-  Bathroom
 Modifi cations
-  Grab/Safety Bars
-  FREE In-Home
 Safety Inspections
-  Rent/Purchase Plans

973-607-3211
Chatham NJ 07945

www.aipmobilityplus.com

Stay Home, Stay Safe!Stay Home, Stay Safe!

1307 Stuyvesant - Union, NJ 07083

Maria Concepcion Edmond
Sales Associate

Friendly - Patient - Caring
908-591-1170 cell            908-687-4800 offi ce

medmond@weichert.com

Family owned & operated since 1934, where compassionate service is a tradition

www.Galantefh.com

Call or stop by anytime to ask questions
about funerals, funeral planning

& cremation within the means of everyone

2800 Morris Avenue
Union, NJ • 908-687-2110

Victor J. Galante, Mgr. NJ Lic. No. 3318

Large On-Site Hospitality
Room Available

A HERO WALKED HERE.
The story and aftermath of a Saint Michaels 
School graduate, a 21-year-old Rutgers 
University Student and volunteer Fire 
Fighter and his line of duty death while 
trying to save a woman from her burning 
home. Available at www.Lulu.com
search “A hero walked here”. Proceeds to go 
to the  Firefi ghters Foundation.

IN REMEMBRANCE OF SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHATSMYNAME BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK

Suspensions | Exhausts
Brakes | Front End Work | AC & Heat 

Dealer Maintenance Schedule
Tires | Alignments | Oil Changes 

Engine & Transmissions Work
NJ State Inspections

415 Chestnut St., Union, NJ 07083 415 Chestnut St., Union, NJ 07083 | 908-964-7155 908-964-7155

w w w.Legac yM echanics.comw w w.Legac yMechanics.com

UNION DERMATOLOGY
& SKIN CANCER CENTER

Dermatology and Mohs Surgery

Santiago A. Centurion, M.D., Director
MOHS Surgeon

Bhakti Kanani, P.A.-C
Dermatology

Allein Howard, P.A.-C
Dermatology

                           440 Chestnut Street
1ST Floor, Suite 101
Union, NJ 07083

www.dermatologyassociatesnj.com

Ph: 908-623-3539
Old Bridge Office:
732-679-6300
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